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INTRODUCTION. 

I. 

THE REYNARD STORIES IN GENERAL. 

Goethe's Reineke Fuchs is a noble representative 
of a dearly loved family which now lives in nearly every 
country on the globe. The ancestor whose popularity 
opened the way for the descendants to spread thus widely 
was a low-German poem called Retnke de Vos (^Reineke der 
Fuchs), which became known in the last part of the fif- 
teenth century. Who wrote it is by no means certain, 
although many attempts have been made to find out. 
The author did not originate the story, but the form he 
put it in *' conquered the world." His version descended 
from a Flemish epic, Reinaert de Voss, which a certain 
Willem wrote about 1250. This poem narrates many of 
Reinhart's pranks and sins as we read them in Goethe, 
only at the end he is outlawed. In a fourteenth-century 
continuation of Reinaert de Voss, however, he becomes 
chancellor of the kingdom. Another famous rendering of 
the Reynard story, dating from the time of the Minne- 
singers and the Nibelungenlied, was a middle-high-German 
poem commonly called Reinhart Fuchs, It was written 

V 
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about 1 1 80, by Heinrich der Glichezare, probably a 
wandering musician. Only a few fragments of it exist 
now, and our knowledge of it is gained chiefly from a 
later version. Both this and Willem's poem, judging 
from the family resemblance, were related to the collec- 
tion of French tales known as the Roman de Renart^ which 
grew up in the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Besides all 
these there are several Latin animal poems written by 
monks.* 

Connected with this whole family are manifold puzzles 
which have been the delight and despair of students ever 
since the days of Jacob Grimm. * Only bare mention can 
be made of them here. 

One cause of a dispute, which patriotic considerations 
have rendered particularly heated, has been uncertainty as 
to whether Reynard is French or German. It is now ad- 
mitted that the family most probably descended from a 
French progenitor of the twelfth century. As to the an- 
cestry of the material used in the French original, which 
parts (if any) were invented by the author, which parts 
had grown up among the people as folk-tales, and which 
had a literary origin, opinions differ. A few years ago, 
before Grimm's theories wei?e disproved, all the animal 
stories were thought to have been derived from an Indo- 
Germanic epic, which happened to have been preserved in 
Germany. Recent writers hold that most of. them came 
to Germany and France from India and Greece, perhaps 
across Italy, and that largely through the clergy the 

^ Fuller information as to the different versions is given in the table 
on pp. viii-x. 
* See Bibliographical Note, p. xvii. 
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mediseval German epic was developed from this Oriental 
germ. This explains very easily how some of iEsop's 
fables came to be in Reineke Fuchsy and why the lion is 
kiig. 

Still, many of the stories in the Reynard cycle can be 
fomd in no earlier literature, and exist to-day among peo- 
ples whom Reineke Fuchs has never reached, as, for in- 
stance, in Finnish and negro folk-lore.* Attempts are 
conitantly being made to discover which stories came from 
the *olk- and which from fable-literature. 

Tie animals* names offer a broad field for research. It 
has >een found that several of them, like Reinhart and 
Isegrm, were in common use before any written account 
of R^nard is known to have existed. Others, especially 
descrntive names like Nobel and Kantart, were added 
later. 

Thesatirical tone did not originally belong to the ani- 
mal ta*s ; they were at first merely entertaining. It was 
later, \rhen every peasant began to see that in his own 
parish there was an Isegrim who, despite his cruelty and 
strengt, could be outwitted by some tricky, amusing 
Reinefe, that the stories grew to be* an immensely popu- 
lar allegory. 

^ In Fading Reineke Fuchs many will be reminded of some of the 
stories t<d by J. C. Harris; e.g., ** Brother Wolf Says Grace" (cf. 
Reineke Fuchs ^ I. 60), in Nights with Uncle Remus; and "Mr. Fox 
goes a-hnting, but Mr. Rabbit bags the Game " (cf. Reineke Fuchs, 
I. 96), iiC/nc/e Retnus, his Songs and his Sayings, 
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III. 

GOETHE'S "REINEKE FUCHS." 

''I hardly leave my tent; I am revising Reineke and 
studying optics/' wrote Goethe from the camp of the 
Weimar regiment. All Europe was at that time in a fer- 
ment over the French Revolution ; his friend, Duke Karl 
August, was afire with patriotism ; artillery thundered 
near his very tent. But it was a matter of indifference to 
Goethe whether monarchy was abolished or not. He was 
more interested in studying the life of the soldiers, investi- 
gating the ''cannon -fever,'' and experimenting with rays 
of light. He wished, it is true, that the wrongs of the lower 
classes might be righted, but he was convinced that this 
could never be done through upheavals. Violence was 
always contrary to his nature, and the more so now that 
he had passed his own ''storm and stress" period. The 
wholesale bloodshed in France filled him with despair. It 
seemed to him that the Revolution was delaying the whole 
progress of mankind towards his ideal of peaceful culture ; 
that the world was "more bloodthirsty than ever before." 
Often he tried to shut it all out of his mind. ' * In order 
to be able to live at all," he wrote at one time, " I en- 
deavor to put myself outside the spirit of the time." 

In turning Reineke Fuchs into hexameters he found great 
relief. The old poem had long been a favorite with him ; 
we know that for ten years he had owned a copy of Gott- 
sched's translation, with Everdingen's copperplates. He 
was now glad to turn from the streets and market-places 
of real life, and look into Reineke as a mirror where. 
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" although humanity is shown quite naturally in its honest 
brutishness, yet everything goes merrily, if not in an ex- 
emplary fashion, and the good humor is never once dis- 
turbed." Thus the old animal-tales which, like Faust, 
had been dear to the German folk during the Reforma- 
tion, rose as Faust did, only in a less degree, to new life 
and significance in modern times through Goethe's genius. 

At the time he accompanied Karl August and the 
Weimar regiment to Mainz, May, 1793, all twelve cantos 
were ready for revision. He had begun his version prob- 
ably in January, about the time he heard of the guillotin- 
ing of Louis XVI. The poem was first published in 1794. 

His rendering follows the low-German original closely ; 
the humor is especially well reproduced. It is about one- 
fourth longer, although actual additions are few. He used 
hexameters because, at that time, he was fond of them and 
felt that a direct rendering of the short -lined couplets of 
the old poem would be impracticable. He aimed to make 
the verses flow pleasantly, without strictly following the 
rules of Greek prosody, and most critics agree that he suc- 
ceeded well. Some, however, prefer Soltau's couplets. * 

The satire, as might have been expected, Goethe made 
more prominent than in the original. Some critics have 
blamed him for this ; in fact, though his version has been 
so much read and admired as to be almost a Volksbuchy 
yet some feel that the period of the French Revolution 
was an unfortunate time to publish such a poem. ' Many 

* Soltau's version begins : 

" Es war an einem Maientag, 
Wie Blum* und Laub die Knospen brach; 
Die Kr&uter sprossten; froh erklansr 
Im Hain der VSgel Lobgesang.*^ 

* See Gervinus's criticism, p. 18, 
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of his contemporaries were highly indignant over this and 
his dramas written about the same time, and bitterly con^ 
deraned his entire attitude towards politics. On the other 
hand, it has frequently been warmly urged that Goethe 
really had the welfare of others as much at heart as most 
of the patriots of his day, and that he should not be 
blamed for failing to find in passing events the stimulus 
and food which he found in art and nature. 



IV. 
CRITICAL COMMENTS. 

(From Carlyle, "Early German Literature," in Critical and Mis- 
cellaneous Essays J Vol. II.) 

Among the Germans, Reineke Fuchs was long a House- 
book and universal Best-companion : it has been lectured 
on in Universities, quoted in Imperial Council halls; it 
lay on the toilette of princesses ; and was thumbed to 
pieces on the bench of the Artisan: we hear of grave 
men ranking it only next to the Bible. . . . 

It comes before us with a character such as can belong 
only to a very few ; that of being a true World's Book, 
which through centuries was everywhere at home, the 
spirit of which diffused itself into all languages and all 
minds. These quaint, -^sopic figures have painted them- 
selves in innumerable heads. . . . 

Cunningly constructed, and not without a true poetic 
life, we must admit it to be : great power of conception 
and invention, great pictorial fidelity, a warm sunny tone 
of coloring, are manifest enough. It is full of broad, rus- 
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tic mirth: inexhaustible in comic devices; a World- 
Satumalia where Wolves tonsm^ed into Monks, and nigh 
starved by short commons, Foxes pilgriming to Rome 
for absolution, Cdcks pleading at the judgment-bar, make 
strange mummery. Nor is the wild Parody of Human 
Life without its meaning and moral : it is an air-pageant 
from Fancy's dream-grotto, yet wisdom lurks in it : as we 
gaze, the vision becomes poetic and prophetic. . . . 

And so, in that Apologue, we have still a mirror, though 
now tarnished and time-worn, of true, magic reality; 
and can discern there in cunning reflex, some image both 
of our destiny and our duty : for now, as then, Prudence 
is the only virtue sure of its reward, and Cunning tri- 
umphs where Honesty is worsted; and now, as then, 
it is the wise man's part to know this, and cheerfully 
look for it, and cheerfully defy it, . . . The vehement, 
futile vociferation of Chanticleer : the hysterical prompti- 
tude and earnest profession and protestation of poor 
Lampe the Hare ; the thick-headed ferocity of Isegrim ; 
the sluggish, gluttonous opacity of Bruin : above all, the 
craft, the tact and inexhaustible, knavish adroitness of 
Reineke himself, are in strict accuracy of costume. ... 

(From Dreyer, Abhandlung von dem Nutzen des treflichen Gedichts 
Reinke de VbsSy , , , in Erkl&rung der tetUschen Rechts Alter" 
thUmer,) 

I am interested in him as a lawyer, . . . who opens to 
us a treasure of German antiquities, who explains many 
legal customs, who gives unusual information about the 
old law-processes of our fatherland, who here brings out 
hidden things and there shows chances for further investi- 
gation. 



INTRODUCTIOK. 
(From Gervinus, Geschichte dtr deutschen Dichtung,) 

Goethe took this poem out of a period when the satire 
playfully displayed foolishness and badness magnified by 
the background of a childish, innocent age, and put it 
into a very different time, when the satire had to picture 
the wickedness of the present against the background of a 
vanished, golden past. 

(From Grimm's Reinhart Fuchs,) 

Goethe's poem bear strong testimony to the epic power 
which the story has when clothed in classic garments ; but 
it has often lost thereby its natural, simple directness. 

(From Herder's Nachlass, Vol. I.) 

[Reinhari Fuchs is] the first and greatest epopee of the 
German nation, which, in Goethe's happy hexameters, 
belongs in a peculiar manner still more to the Germans. 

(From the Life of Luther by Mathesius, first published at NUm- 
berg in 1583.) 

Another time the doctor (Martin Luther) brought with 
him the low-German RenckefuchSy which he praised as an 
excellent poem, and a vivid representation of court-life. 

V. 

THE LAST SEVEN CANTOS. 

The second part of Reineke Fuchs repeats the story of 
the first five cantos, with slightly different incidents. It 
contains many more passages which are objectionable to 
modem readers. 

Reineke, having regained the king's favor, provides 



XVI INTRODUCTION. 

himself with shoes and wallet at the expense of his ene- 
mies, and sets off on his pilgrimage. Bellyn the ram and 
Lampe the hare he persuades to accompany him a short 
distance. He takes Lampe inside Malepartus, kills him, 
and sends his head tied in a wallet to the king, by the un- 
suspecting Bellyn. Nobel consequently has the ram 
killed, and receives the bear and the wolf into favor again 
(VI). Nobel, hearing further complaints of Reineke, 
prepares to besiege Malepartus. But Grimbart warns the 
fox, and together they set out for court (VII), convers- 
ing on the way about the sins of those in authority (VIII). 
At court Reineke silences his accusers, and in a descrip- 
tion of certain valuables stolen from him, he says, by Bellyn, 
so rouses the sympathy of the court that the king is about 
to send out search-parties. But Isegrim protests (IX, X), 
and demands that the case be decided by combat (XI). 
Through trickery Reineke wins, and Nobel, highly grati- 
fied, makes him his chancellor. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE. 

The attractive editions of the Reynard-stories which 
constantly appear show how fond all people still are of 
'*the secular world- Bible." Several of these are worth 
examining in connection with Goethe's poem; for in- 
stance, *'The History of Reynard the Fox," a free ren- 
dering of Caxton's version into verse by F. S. Ellis, with 
devices by Walter Crane (London, Nutt, 1894); "The 
Most Delectable History of Reynard the Fox," Sir Henry 
Cole's version for children, with pictures by W. Frank 
Calderon (London, Macmillgin, 1895) ; and *' Reynard 
the Fox, an early apologue of Renown," in verse based on 
Gothe's by J. S. Cobb, with Canton's illustrations (Bos- 
ton, Damrell & Upham, 1899). 

A standard edition of Caxton is that by Thorns, pub- 
lished by the Percy Society, 1844. 

Pictures of Reineke and his friends and enemies are 
countless, beginning perhaps with Vergil Solis and Jost 
Amman in the sixteenth century. It was Albert van Ever- 
dingen's copperplates in Gottsched*s prose version of 
Reinke de Vos that attracted Goethe's attention to the old 
epic. Undoubtedly the best illustrations of all are Wilhelm 
von Kaulbach's, which appeared in a cjuartp edition of 
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Goethe's Reineke Fuchs in 1846. He succeeded so ad- 
mirably in giving human interest to the pictures without 
losing any of the animals' characteristics that they were 
immediately very popular. Eleven years later the Cottas 
began publishing them in a smaller edition. These pic- 
tures add greatly to the interest of the poem, especially 
with younger readers. Prints of the principal ones can be 
easily obtained. 

Information with regard to the age when the beast-epic 
developed can be obtained from W. Scherer's History of 
German Literature (New York, Scribner, 1886), Francke's 
History of German Literature (New York, Holt, 1901), 
or the richly illustrated Deutsche Litter aturgeschichte by 
Konig (Bielefeld and Leipzig, 1895). Several biographers 
of Goethe throw interesting light on his writing of Reineke 
Fuchs^ as Baumgartner, Dilntzer, Goedeke, Grimm, Heine- 
mann, Lewes, Meyer, and Rosenkranz. 

Mature students who desire to follow up the various 
problems connected with the Tiersage will find in the 
writings of Jacob Grimm, Reinhart Fuchs y 1834, and 
Sendschreiben an Karl Lachmann Ober Reinhart Fuchs y 
1840, expositions of the earlier, now discredited, theories. 
A good introduction to the modern views is given in 
Voigt's Ysengrimus (Halle, 1884) and the editions of 
Reinke de Vos by Prien (Halle, 1887), Schroder (Leipzig, 
1872), and Wolff (Stuttgart). Reissenberger's Reinhart 
Fuchs (Wien, 1888) and Biittner's Studien zu dem Roman 
de Renard und Reinhart Fuchs (Strassburg, 1891) are 
valuable. Other authorities are Martin, Sudre, Krohn, 
Paris, Hertzberg, Keller, and Miillenhoff. 

This list aims merely to be suggestive. Potvin's Le 
^qman dtf Renard (Paris^ ?86i) gives ^ bibliography of 



BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE. XIX 

versions and editions of fox-poems which had appeared in 
different languages up to that time. There is a good 
Goethe Bibliography by J. P. Anderson of the British 
Museum in J. Sime's Life of Goethe (London, W. Scott, 
1888). 
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€rjler (Befang. 

^fbiflften, ba« ttcbltd^c gcft, tear gclommcn; c« grftnteti 

unb bltil^tcn 
f^elb unb SSalb ; auf ^iigeln unb ©O^n, in ^ilfd^en unb 

§c(fcn 
iibtcn ein frol^Ii^c^ 8icb bie ncucrmuntcrtcn SJBjcI ; 
3febc ffiicfc fpro^te Don SSlnmtn in buftcnbcn ©rilnbcn, 
5 t^eftUd^ Inciter gidngte ber ^immel unb farbig bie @rbe. 

yioitl, ber SiJnig, t)crf ammelt ben ©of, unb [eine SJafallen 
gilen gerufen l^erbei mit gro^em ©e^jtSnge ; ba fommen 
SBiele ftolje ©efellen t)on alien ©eiten unb gnben, 
Satle, ber tranid^, unb 3Rarfart, ber ©Sl^er, unb atte bie ©eften. 

lolDenn ber Jt5ntg gebentt mit alien feinen ^aronen 
©of ju l^alten in geier unb ^rad^t ; er W^t fie berufen 
Wit miteinanber, fo gut bie Orogen ate Sleinen* 
SRiemanb fottte fe^Ien ! unb bennod^ fel)Ite ber eine, 
ateinefe fjud^d, ber ©c^elm ! ber t)iel begangenen greDete 

16 ^alfm be« ©of « fid^ entl)ielt. ®o f d^euet ba^ bCfe Oetoiffen 
Sic^t unb 2;ag, e^ fd^eute ber guc^^ bie Derfammetten ©erren. 
SlQe l^atten 3U Kagen, er l^atte fie alle beleibigt, 



2 Hetnefe jud^s. 

Uttb nur ©rimbart, ben !lDad^^, bcti @o^n bc« ©rubers, Dcr^ 

fd^ont' cr. 

Of cflrim aitx, bcr SBotf, bcflatm bic Stage ; t)on alien 
©einen SSettcm unb ©onnern, Don aUcn Srcunben beglcitet, 30 
Xxat er Dor ben Sontg unb fpradi bie gcrid^tlid^en SEBorte : 
,,@nabtgftcr St finig unb §err ! oeme^met meine ©eft^toerben. 
gbcl fcib Qf)x unb gro^ unb e^rcuDoH, jebem crjeigt Q\)x 
ditd)t unb ©nabe: fo (agt (Suc^ benn aud^ bed ©d^abend erbar^ 

xatn, 
!J)cn itS) Don 9?einele gud^« mit gro|er ©(i^anbe gelitten. 25 
3tDar ift alle ber grcDet fd^on lange gur ©prad^e gefommen, 
Qa, ein 2:ag war gefefet, gu fd^Iid^ten folc^e ©cfc^toerben ; 
@r erbot fic^ gum @tbe, boc^ balb be[ann er [ic^ anberd 
Unb entioifc^te bef)enb nad{) fetner gefte. 35a« loiffen 
Wit SKdnner gu tool)!, bie l^ier unb neben mix ftel^en. 30 

^crr ! ic^ f5nnte bie ©rangfal, bie mir ber ©ube bereitet, 
5Rid^t mit eilenben SBorten in Dielen SBod^en ergd^Ien. 
S33ltrbe bie Seinioanb Don ®ent, f Diet auc^ il^rer gemac^t toirb^ 
2ltte gu ^ergament, fie fagte bie ©trei(^e nic^t alle, 
Unb ic^ fdjtoetge baoon.'' as 

aid nun Ofegrim fo mit traurigcm SKute gef proven, 
2^rat ein ^iinbd^en l^erDor, l^ieg SBadferlod, rebte frangCfifd) 
3Sor bem filonig : toie arm e« gcioefen unb nid^td i^m geblteben, 
Slid ein ©tudEd^en SBurft in einem SBintergebiifdie ; 
{Reinef e l^ab' aud^ bad i^m genommen ! ^etjt f prang a\x6) ber 

Sater 4o 

§inge gomig I)erDor unb fprad^ : „grl|abner Oebieter, 
5Wiemanb befd^toere fid) mel^r, t^a^ il)m ber Sofeioid^t fc^abe, 
!J)enn ber ftiinig allein ! Qi) fag' eu^, in biefer ®ef ellfc^aft 
3ft l§ier niematU), jung ober alt, er fiird^tet ben greDler 



.,311s idf liinjufam, 
Konnt' id? Hciiiefen ftrats, er liattt tatnpen betm Hragen." 
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isSKc^r aid guc^ ! Doc^ ©orfertod' Stage idiK ttjcnig bcbcutcn ; 
@cI|on finb Qaf)xt Dorbci, fcit biefc ^Snbcl gcfc^c^cn : 
aWir ge^iJrtc bic SBurft ! 3^ fotttc m\6) bamald bcfd^tocrcn. 
^faflcn war ic^ gcgangen ; auf mcincm 9Begc burd^fuc^f ic^ 
©tic SWtt^tc gu ?«a(^t ; cd fd)Ucf bic Tluiknn : fad^te 

60 92a^m i(^ cin 9Biirft(^cn, id) iDiU c6 geftc^n; bodE) I|attc gu bicfcr 
SEBacf crlod irgcnb cin 9tcc^t, fo bonlt crt mcincr ScmilliUTig.'' 

Utib bet ^atitl^cr bcganti : „S33ad ^ctfcti Slagcn unb SBorte I 
SDJeni^ rid^tcn fie aud ; gctiug, bad libel ift ruc^tbar. 
gr ift cin i)ieb, cin SWorber ! Qd) barf cd IUI)nlid^ bel^aupten ; 

66 Qa, e« wiffen'd bic gerren, cr Ubet icglidicn grcDct. 
SWoc^ten bod) allc bic Sblen, ia, fdbft ber cr^abene Sonig 
®ut unb g^re tjcrlieren : cr Iad|tc, getofinn' er nur etwa 
ginen 53iffen babet don cinem fetten S?apaune» 
ia^t tud) ergcl^Ien, toie er fo iibel an Sompen, bem $afcn, 

60 ©eftern tfjat ; l^ier ftel()t er, ber 3Wonn, ber leinen Deric|5te 1 
ateincfe ftcHte fid^ fromm unb roollf it)n ollcrlei SBcifen 
Aiirglic^ (e^ren, unb load gum Sa|)tan nod^ kociter ge^oret; 
Unb fie fet^ten fid^ gegeneinanber, begonnen bad Credo, 
aber SRcinele fonnte bic atten lUdtcn nid^t laffcn ; 

66 3nner^a(b unfcrd Soniged grieb' unb freiem ©clcite 
^ieft er dampen gefa^t mit feinen Slauen unb gerrte 
Siidtifc^ Un reblic^en 9Kann. Q6) tarn bic (Strafe gegangen, 
©firte bciber ®efang, ber, faum begonnen, fd^on toieber 
gnbete. ^orc^cnb wunberf i^ mid), hod) aid id) I)ingufam, 

70 Sannt' id) SRcincfen ftradfd, er I)atte dampen beim Sragen ; 
Sa, er ^att' i^m geioiB bad 8eben genommen, tt)ofern ic^ 
5Rid)t gum Olitdfe bed 333egd getommen wttrc. !iDa fte^t erf 
©el^t bie SBunben an il^m, bem frommen SWanne, ben fetner 
3u beleibigen benft. Unb will ed unfer ©cbicter, 

75 ©oHt i^r §erren ed leiben, bag f o it^ ildnigcd grlebc. 



4 Hetnefe juc^s. 

@cttt ®clcit unb Sricf uon cincm 3)icbc uer^d^nt totrb, 
D, fo toirb bcr ffiJnig unb fcinc ^inbcr no(^ fpSten 
aSortourf l^oren Don geutcn, bic SRcc^t unb ©crcd^ttglcit licbcn." 

Ofeflrim fagte barauf : „<So toirb cd bleibcn, unb Iclbcr 
SBtrb un^ 9tcincfc nic tt)a^ ®utc^ cracigcn. D ! Ittg' cr so 
Sangc tot ; ba^ toSrc ba^ Scftc fiir frtcbliclic geutc ; 
W)tx tt)irb i^m bte^mal ocrjicl^n, f o loirb cr in furgcm 
(Stltd^c fU^nlic^ bcrilden, bic nun c« am locnigftcn glaubcn." 

JRcincIcnd 9?cffc, bcr !Dad^«, nal^m Jcfet bic 9tcbc, unb mutig 
<S^xa(Sf cr gu 9icinclcn^ ©cftcm, f o f alfd^ aud^ bicfcr bcfannt 

koar. 81 

„2llt unb toal^r, §crr ^f^fl^to I'' fagt cr, ^bctocift fid^ bad 

©prid^loort : 
ffcinbcd ajhinb frommt fcltcn. ®o l^at auc^ toal^rltd^ mcin 

D^cim 
Surer SBorte fid^ nid^t gu getroftcn* !Doc^ ift cd ein 8cid^tc«. 
SBftr' cr f)icr am §ofc fo gut ate Qi)x, unb crfrcuf cr 
@id^ bed SiJniged ®nabe, fo morf)f cd gud^ fid^cr gcrcucn, go 
S)a§ Qljx fo l^amifcf) gefprod^en unb altc ®cfc^id)tcn emcucrt, 
Slbcr ttjad Qfl^r iibeld an 5Rcinc!ett fclbcr ocrtibct, 
iibcrgcl^t Qfjx ; unb bod^, cd toiffcn c« mand^e bcr ©crrcn, 
• SaSic il^r gufammcn cin ©tinbnid gefd^Ioffcn unb beibc Dcr* 

fproc^cn, 
Slid gtt)ci glcid^c OcfcHcn gu Icbcn. J)ad mu§ id^ crgitl^Icn : 95 
!Dcnn im SBintcr cinmal crbutbet' cr groge ®cfat)rcn 
©urettt)cgen. (Sin gul^rmann, cr I)attc ^x\i)t gclabcn, 
gul^r bic ©tra^e ; Ql)x fpilrtct i^n aud unb l^dttct um aKcd 
®cm tjon bcr SBSaarc gegcffcn, bod^ fct)It' cd @u(^ Icibcr am 

®c(bc, 
Da berebet ^l^r ben D^eim ; cr legtc fid^ Uftlg 100 



©robe f iir tot in ben SBeg. 6d roar, beim ^immtt, em Ittl^ned 
Slbcnteuer ! !J)o4 mcrlet, road t^m fur }Si\d)t geiporben. 
Unb bcr JJul^nnann lam unb fat) im ®Ieife ben O^ehn, 
©^fttg jog er fein ©c^ttjcrt, il^m ein^ ju t)erfet5cn ; ber fllnge 

105 SRiifirf unb regte fic^ ntcf|t, ate todf cr geftorben ; bcr gul^r* 

nxann 
aStrft i^n anf f einen £arm unb freut fic^ bed ©algcd im Dor* 

au6. 
Sa, ba6 tt)agte mein D^cim f iir Ofegrim ; aber ber gu^rmann 
gu^r bol^in, unb 5Reinefe iparf Don ben gifc^en l^erunter. 
Sfegrim lam Don feme gefcfjlic^en, Derjet)rte bie gifc^e. 

110 SReinelen mod^te ntcf|t langer ju f al^ren belieben ; er ^ub fid^, 
(Sprang Dom Sanen unb rottnfc^te nun au(^ Don ber 3eute 

gu fpeifen- 
Slber Sfegrlm ^atte fie aUe Derf c^Iungen ; er ^atte 
ttber 3lot fic^ belaben, er rooUte berften* !iDtc ®raten 
8ie§ er aflein gurtid unb bot bem Sreunbe ben SReft an. 

115 5Rod) ein anbre^ ©tttdt (^en I auc^ bie6 ergal)r id) eucf} roal^rl^aft. 
SReinefen toar e^ betpugt, bei einem Sauer am 9lagel 
©ing ein gemttfteted ©c^iDein erft l^eute gefctjlad^tet; ba^fagf er 
SEreu bem SBolfe : fie gingen baf)in, ©etoinn unt) ®efal)ren 
SReblit^ JU teilen* ©od^ Tlnff unb ©efal^r trug jencr afleine. 

120 SDenn er frod^ jum genfter I)inein unb toarf mit S3emul)en 
2)ie gemeinfame Seute bem SBoIf l^erunter ; gum UnglUd 
SBaren §unbe nic^t fern, bie i^n im ©aufe Derfpiirten 
Unb il^m toader bad gell jerjauften. SSerlounbet entlam cr; 
gilig fuc^f er ^fegrim auf unb Hagf il)m fein geiben 

125 Unb Dcrlangte fein Zcxl ©a fagte jener : „S6) f)abe 
Dir ein Wftlic^ed ©tild Dcrnja^rt ; nun mac^c bic^ britbcr 
Unb benage mifd tt)ot)l ; tt)ie toitrb bad gette bir fc^mccfen I'' 
Unb er brac^te bad @tud; bad ^rummtjolg tpar ed^ ber 
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^attt baran ba9 @(!^ipein gel^cingt ; ber loftlic^e ^raten 
^ar Dom giertgen Solfe, bem ungered^tett/ Derfc^(ungen. iso 
Steinefe lonnte t)or 3oni nic^t reben ; ho6) mad er fic^ ia6)tt, 
S)cnlct cu(^ fclbft* ©err ff5nig, gcttjip, bag Ijunbcrt itnb 

briibcr 
@oI(^er ©tildd^cn bcr SBotf an mcmem Oijtm Derfd^ulbct ! 
5lbcr id^ fc^wcigc baoon. SBirb SRcincfe fclbcr gcforbcrt, 
SBirb cr fic^ bcffer bcrtcib'gcn/' iss 

SBcitcr fagtc bcr !Cac^d : „3lun lomtnt ba« award^cn Dom 

®a|cn ! 
gitct Iccree ©clDttfd^c ! SDcti ©d|ulcr foHtc bcr SKciftcr 
gtma ni^t gtirf|tigcn, wcnn cr nic^t merit unb fibct befte^ct? 
©olltc man nidjt bic ilnabcn bcftrafcn, unb ginge ber 8et(^^ 

[inn, 
®ingc bie Unart fo ^in, xok foHtc bic 3^ugenb cr»ad^fen? mo 
5Run Hagt SBSad erlod, tt)ic er ein SBurftctien hn SSSmter Dcrloren 
©inter bcr ©edtc ; bad [oHf er nun lieber im ftitlen Dcrfd^mer* 

jen; 
!j)enn njtr l^5ren ed ia, fie toav gefto^Ien ; gerronnen 
SBie gctoonnen ; unb toer fann meinem Dl^cim tocrargcn, 
iDag cr gefto^Iened ®ut bem 35tebc genommen? gd fotIeni45 
gbic aWanner Don l^o^er ®eburt fid{) gc^affig ben !Dieben 
Unb gefai)rlid^ crgcigen. Qa, ptf er t^n bamatd geljangen, 
SBar ed Dcrjei^Iid). UDod^ Keg cr il^n lod, ben ft^Cnig ju cl^ren ; 
!Denn am gcbcn gu ftrafen, ge^5rt bem Sonige alleinc. 
8lber loenigen !iDanfd fann fid) mein Ol^eim getrijften, im 

©0 flcrect|t cr auc^ fei unb Ubeltl)aten Dcriocl^rct. 
5)cnn feitbem bed ilonigcd griebe Dcrliinbiget worben, 
©ait fic^ niemanb loie er. gr l^at fein gcben Dcranbert, 
©peifet nur einmal bed Siagd, lebt tt)ic ein ^laudner, taftelt 

2;ragt ein ^arcned ^Icib auf blogcm Scibc unb ^at fd^on m 
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gangc Don ffiilbbrct unb gat)Tncm glcifdie fic^ gtinglid^ cnt* 

l^oltcn, 
SBic mtr noc^ gcftem citicr crgcl^Itc, bcr bei il^tn gciDcfcn. 
2)?alepartu«, \t\xr<Sd)lo% \)at cr Dcrlaffen utib baut \\6) 
(Sine Sfaufc gur SQ3of)nung. SBic er fo magcr gcworbcn, 
iflo Slctc^ Don hunger unb !Curft unb anbem ftrcngcrcn SSn^tn, 
!j)ic cr rcuig ertrttgt, baS locrbct tt)r fclbcr crfa^rcn. 
!Denn toas lonn ed i^m fdiabcn, bag t)tcr i^n jcbcr ucrllaget? 
Sommt cr l^icl|cr, fo fU^rt cr fcin SRcrfjt aue unb mac^t fie ju 

fcl)anben." 

911^ nun ©rimbart gecnbigt, crfdiicn ju grpgcm grftaunen 
penning, bcr ©al^n, mit fcincm ©cfd^Icc^t. 5luf traurigcr 

165 ®at)rc, 

Dl^nc ©afe unb Sopf, tt)arb cine §cnnc gctragcn, 
ftroftefuS war c«, bic beftc bcr cicrlcgcnbcn ©cnnen, 
^6), ce flog if)r Slut, unb SRcincfc ^atV c« Dcrgoffcn ! 
Scfeo follt' c^ bcr ^onig crfat)rcn. Site penning, bcr loadre, 

maSor bent Sdnig crfdiicn, ntit ^od)ftbctrUbtcr ©cbdrbc, 
ftamcn mit il|m gioci §af|nc, bic glcic^fatl^ traucrtcn. ff recant 
§icg bcr cine, fcin bcffcrcr §a]^n toar irgcnb gu finben 
3n3ifcl^cn ^oHanb unb granlrcit^ ; bcr anbcrc burft' i^m gur 

©cite 
©tcl^cn, fi'antart gcnannt, cin ftracfcr, fU^ncr ©cfcllc ; 

176 53cibc trugcn cin brcnncnbcS gid^t ; fie loarcn bic Sriiber 
I)cr crmorbctcn grau. @ic ricfen iibcr ben SDiorber 
2ld^ unb 2Bc]^ ! g« trugcn bic SSaljf gmci iitngcre @a^nc, 
Unb man fonntc don fern bic 3^ammcrtlagc t)cmct)mcn. 
penning fpra(^ : rrSBir Hagcn ben uncrfcfelirf|cn ©c^aben, 
OnSbigfter §crr unb £5nig ! erbarmt eu(^, toic icf| Dcrlcfet 

180 bin, 

aWeine «inbcr unb id). §icr fc^t 3^r SRcincfend ©eric ! . 
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m 

Site ber aStnter Dorbet unb Saub unb Sdhxmtn unb JBIfiten 
Un^ gur t?r5^(i(^Icit ricfcn, crfrcuf id^ mid) mcinc^ ©c* 

!l)ad fo muntcr mlt mir bit fd^bncn Ioge\)crIcbtc. 
3cl)en juTigc ©o^nc, tnit Dicrgcfin Zodjicm, ftc toarcn i66 

aSoUcr 8uft gu Icbcn ; tncin SBcib, bic trcfflic^c ^cnnc, 
§attc fie altc gufammcn in cinem ©ommcr ergogcn* 
2lHc toarcn f o ftarl nnb wo^I gufricbcn ; fie fanbcn 
Q\)xt tiiglid^e 9lal)rung an too^I gefit^erter ©tfttte. 
diti6)tn ^Undjtn gel)5rte ber $of, un9 fd^irmte bie SRauer, im 
Unb fed^0 groge ©unbe, bie toadern ®enoffen bed ©aufed, 
giebten meine Sitiber unb wac^ten Uber i^r geben. 
ateinefen aber, ben 3)teb, t)erbro6 ed, ba§ toir in {Jrieben 
©litdlic^e Jage uerlebten unb feine Sifinle Dennieben. 
Ommer f^tic^ er bei 5Kad)t um bie SKauer unb laufd^te beim 

Sl)ore ; los 

Slber bie §unbe bemerften'd ; ba moijtf er laufen ! fie fasten 
SBader il)n enblic^ einmal unb rudten ba« fJeU i^m • 

gufantmen; 
!Do(^ er rettete fief) unb Keg und ein SBeilc^en in 9tu^e. 
Slber nun l^oret ti; ^ an ! gd waijrte ni^t lange, fo fam er 
Site ein ^laudner unb brad^te mir Srief unb ©iegel. Qdf 

lannf ed, aoo 

©ucr ©ieget \oij id) am 33riefe ; ba fanb ic^ geft^rieben, 
Dag 3*^^^ f^ftcn ijrieben fo SEtcren ate SSogeIn Derfilnbigt. 
Unb er geigte mir an, er fei ein Jflaudncr genjorben, 
§abc ftrengc ©etiibbe get^an, bie Sunben gu biigen, 
S)eren ©d^ulb er leiber befenne. Da l^abe nun feiner 905 

ajfel^r oor i^m fid) gu fiirrf|ten ; er ^abe tjeitig gelobet, 
5Rimmermet)r gteifc^ gu geniegen. gr Keg mid) bie ^tte 

befc^auen, 
geigte fein (glapulier, Daneben tt)ied er ein 3^ttgni6, 



r unt> brodjte mic Brief nn6 riegel." 
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!Ba« i^m bcr ?}rior gcftcUt, unb, um tnid^ fielder ju madden, 

aioUntcr bcr ftuttc cin ^drcncd SIcib. JJann fling cr unb fafltc: 
®ott bcm ©crrctt f cib tnir bcfol^Ien ! id^ l^abc nod^ Dtclcd 
^eute ju t^utt ! id^ l^abe bte @e^t unb bie 9tone gu lefen 
Unb bie SSefper baju.'' @r lad im ©el^en unb bad^te 
SSicke S5fc fid^ au6, cr fann ouf unfcr SJcrbcrbcn* 

M5 3d^ mit cr^citertcm ©erjcn crgaf|ltc gcfd^minbc ben Sinbem 
Surc« briefed friJ^lic^c Sotfd^aft ; ed frcutcn fid^ allc. 
!Ca nun 9tcinefc £Iau«ncr gcworbcn, fo fatten wir tocitcr 
^einc ©orgc, nod^ ^x6)t Qd^ ging mit i^ncn gu[ammen 
S3or bie SKauer ^inaud, tuir frcutcn un« aCc bcr grci^cit. 

«o siber tcibcr befom e« und iibcl. @r lag im ®cbU[(^c 
§intcrliftig ; ba f^irang cr l^crDor unb Dcrrannf un« bie 

^forte ; 
SKciner ©5f)nc ft^onften crgriff cr unb fd^Icp^Jt' i^n Don bannen, 
Unb nun war Icin 9tat, nad^bcm cr fie cinmal gefoftet ; 
3mmcr t)erfud)f cr cd wicber, unb tt)cber ^dger noc^ §unbe 

226 ^onnten bor fcincn 9icinfcn bei Jag unb 5Racf|t un« bewal^rcn. 
©0 cntri§ cr mir nun faft aCc ^inber ; tion gwangig 
Sin id& auf f Unfc gcbrac^t, bie anbem raubt' cr mir aflc» 
D, crbarmt &Lij bed bittern ©c^mcrged ! cr t5tete geftem 
aWcine 2:od^tcr, ed I|abcn bie ^unbe ben Scid^nam gerettet. 
@el^t, l^icr liegt fie! (Sr ^at ed gettjan, o nel^mt ee gu 

«M ^ergen I" 

Unb ber fiOnig begonn : ,,Jtommt na^er, ©rtmbart, unb 

fc^ct, 
8afo faftet ber iltaudncr, unb fo bewcift cr bie Suge ! ' 

8eb' ic^ nod^ abcr cin 3a^r, fo foH c« i^n wal^rlic^ gercuen! 
!Dod^ ttjad ^clfen bie SSSorte! aScmcl^mct, traurigcr penning: 
«6 gurer Soc^ter ermangt' c« an ni^td, wad irgcnb ben 2:oten 
9?ur ju SRcc^te gefcl(icl|t, ^c^ laff i^r SSirgilic fingen, 
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@ic mtt grower @l)rc jur grbc bcftattcn ; bann tooHcti 
SBir tnit bicfcn §crrcn bc« aJiorbc^ ©trafc bcbcnfen." 

Da gcbot bcr Sbnig, man foHc SSirgilic ftngcn. 
„ Domino placebo** begatin bic ©cmeinc, fie fangcn aio 

Sltle S3erfc baoon. Sd) fonnte fcmcr crgdl^Icn, 
SBer bic gcftioti gcfungen unb wtx bic 9tcf ponfen ; 
2lbcr c« XDoifvtt gu (ang, ic^ laff c^ licbcr bemcnbcn. 
3tt eiti ®rab toarb bic Seid^e gclegt unb brlibcr cin [d^oncr 
aJiarmorftcin, policrt tt)ic cin ®Ia^, gc^oucn im SSicrcd, 245 
®ro5 unb bid, unb oben brauf war bcutlid^ gu lefcn : 
„5?ra^fu6, 2:od^tcr ©cnning bc« §at)n«, bic bcftc bcr ©cnncn^ 
ycgtc Did Sier in« 9lcft unb n)u6tc HUglic^ gu fd^arrcn. 
2lc^! ^icr licgt [ic, burd^ SRcincfcn^ SKorb ben S^rcn ge* 

nontmcn. 
Wit SBelt foff crfal^rcn, wie bo« unb falfdEi cr gel^anbclt, 250 
Unb bic 2^otc bcllagcn." ®o lautcte, wa^ man gcf^ricbcn. 

Unb c^ licg bcr Sdnig barauf bic Sliigftcn bcrufcn, 
SRat mit i^ncn gu fatten, tt)ic cr ben grcDct beftraftc, 
!Dcr fo Hartic^ Dor it)n unb feinc §crrcn gcbrad|t war. 
Unb fie ricten gulefet : man l^abe bem liftigcn grcDicr 255 

©nen 53otcn gu fcnben, ba^ cr um 8icbc^ unb ?eibc« 
Sfliiji \\d) cntgoge, cr fotte fid^ ftctlcn am §ofc bc« Sfinig6 
2ln bem 2^agc bcr §errn, wenn fie gunadift fic^ Dcrfammcln; 
SSraun, ben ^aren, ernannte man aber gum Sotcn. S)cr ^dnig 
©pradE) gu SSraun, bem Saren : „Q6) fag' c«, (Suer ©cbictcr^seo 
5Da§ 3^r mit glcig bic S3otfd)aft Dcrrid^tet ! !Do^ rat^ ic^ 

gur SJorfidjt ; 
!t)enn c« ift SRcincfc falfc^ unb bo^^aft, atlerlei giften 
SBirb er gcbraucfien, er wirb @ud^ fc^mcic^cln, cr toirb @uc^ 

bclUgeU/ 
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^intergcl^en, »ic cr nur lann/ „5IKit nic^tctt !" Derfcfetc 
285 3ut)crfid|tUc^ bcr Sdr ; „Mcibt ru^ig ! ©otif cr fic^ trgcttb 
5Rur Dermcffcti unb mir gum ©o^tic bad SKinbcftc wagcn, 
®cl)t,tcl| fd^mCfcd bci ®ott,ber niSgc mic^ ftrafcn, wofcnt id) 
3^)u nict|t grimmig t)ergotte, bag er gu bieiben ntd|t koiilte.'' 



Sllfo toanbcltc Sraun ouf fcmcm SBcg jum ©cbirgc 
©tolgcn 3Butc« ba^in, burcf} cine SBitflc, bie grog toax, 
gang unb fanbig nnb brctt ; nnb al« er fie enbli(^ burd)3ogen, 
^am er gegen bie ©erge, tt)o 9teinele pftegte gu jagen ; 
@elbft noc^ Xage^ guDor l^atf er fid^ borten erinftigt. 5 

Slber bcr Sdr ging weiter nac^ SKaleportu^ ; ha l^atte 
9JeincIe frfjone ®ebclube» 9Son alien ®(!)(offem unb Surgen, 
!iDeren il^m Diele ge^drten, roar aWatepartu6 bie befte* 
SReinele tt3ol)nte bafelbft, fobalb er libels beforgte. 
Sraun erreic^te ba6 ©c^fog unb fanb bie gettjol^nlid^e ^forte 10 
geft Derfc^Ioffen. ©a trat er bauor unb befann fid) ein wenig; 
gnblic^ rief er unb fprad): ,,§err O^eim, felb ^l^r gu ©^ufe? 
©raun, ber S5ar, ift gefomnten, bee Sonigd geri^ttidjer 53ote» 
S)enn e6 fjat ber Sonig gefd)tt)oren, Sf^x follet bei §ofe 
9?or ©eri^t (Suc^ ftellen, 16) foil gucf) l^olen, bantit 3^r is 
JRed^t gu nel^men unb JRec^t gu geben feinent t)ern)eigert, 
Dber e0 foil @ud| ba^ Seben loften; benn bleibt Q\)x bal^inten, 
3fft mtt ©algen unb 9tab gud^ gebro^t, !iDrum M\)Ut ba« 

Sefte. 
Jlommt unb folget ntir nac^ ! fonft ntod^f e« gud^ ilbel be* 

lommen/ 

9ieinefe l^orte genau bom Slnfang gum (Snbe bie SRebe, 20 
8ag unb lauerte ftiH unb bad^te : ,,fficnn e« geldnge, 
5Da| ic^ bem <)Iumpen ^umpan bie ftoljen aBorte begal^lte ? 



„fiert ©Ijeim, feif J*!'' J" fiaiife?" 
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8a§t un« btc ©ad^c bebenlen." @r gtng .in btc S:icfc ber 

aSo^nung, 

Qn bic SBinfel be« Sc^Io[fc«, bcnn fiinftlid) war c« gcbauct, 
25 85d^cr fanben fid^ l)tcr uttb §e^ten mit t)iclcrlei ®dngcn, 

Sng unb tang, unb mand^crlei Zijnxtn gum Dffncn unb 

(Sd^Iic^cn, 

SBte e^ ^dt war unb 9?ot, @rfut)r er, bafe man i^n fud^tc 

SBegcn fc^elmifd^er 2^^at, ba fanb er bie befte 53efd^irmung* 

Sluc^ au^ ©tnfalt l^atten fic^ oft in blefen 9Kdanbern 
30 2lrme Jicre gef angen, ttjillfommene SStntt bem 9tauber. 

JReincIe I)atte bie ffiorte gel^brt, bod^ fiird^tef er HUglid^, 

Slnbre m5d^ten nod^ neben bem 33oten im §interl)alt liegen. 

2lte er fic^ aber tjerfid^ert, ber S3ar fei einjein gefommen, 

®ing er tiftig l^inau^ unb fagte : ,,2Bertefter SDijtm, 
35 (Seib toitlf ommen ! 2Ser jei^t mir ! id) l^abe 3Sefper gelef en, 

S)arum Iie§ ic^ gud) marten. ^6) banf &ii), ba§ tl^r 

gelommen, 

't)enn e^ nufet mir gewi^ bei gofe ; [o barf id^ e^ l^offcn. 

@eib in jeglid^er Stunbe, mein Dl^eim, toiUIommen! 

3^nbeffen 

331 eibt ber SEabel f iir ben, ber gud^ bie 9Ieife bef ol^Ien, 

!t)enn fie ift weit unb befd^werlid^. D §immel ! wie Q\)x 
40 erl^itjt feib ! 

(Sure §aare finb na§ unb Suer Obem beflommen. 

§atte ber mcid^tige S'5nig fonft feinen :83oten ju fenben, 

21U ben ebelften 9Kann, ben er am meiften er^5^et ? 

2lber f o foUt' e^ tt)oI)I fein gu meinem 3SorteiI ; ic^ bitte, 

§elft mir am §ofe be^ ^5nig^, attwo man mid^ ubel oer^^ 
45 leumbet. 

3)Jorgen, fe^f id^ mir Dor, troj^ meiner mi^Iidjen 8age, . 

grei nad^ §ofe ju gel^en, unb fo gebenf id^ nod) immer ; 

9Jur fiir l)eute bin id) ju fd^wer, bie 9teife gu madien. 
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gcibcr l)aV idf ju Did oon cincr (gpcifc gcgcffcn, 
!Ctc mir iibcl bcfommt; fie fdjincrjt mid) gciraftig im Scibc.^ so 
Srauti t)crfcftte barauf : „®a^ irar c«, O^eim ?'' !Dcr anbrc 
©agtc bagcgcn : „3Ba« lonnt' e^ Qnd) t)clf en, unb ttjcnn i^'d 

crgafjlte ! 
SUmntcrlic^ friff id^ mcin gebcn ; xi) ItiV c« abcr gcbulbig ; 
3'ft cin armcr 2Watin bod^ fein ®raf ! unb finbct gutoeilen 
@ic^ fiir un« unb bic Unfcm ntd|t« S3e[ferc«, miiffcn ttJtr 

freili(j^ 55 

§ontgfcl^cibcn t)crjcl)ren, bic finb tooijl immcr ju I)abcn. 
!iDocl^ ii) cffc fie nur an^ 3lot; nun bin id^ gef(^tt)olIen. 
SBiber aSSillen fc^Iucf f id) bad ^^^9 5 ^i^ f o-^^^' ^^ gebeil^en ? 
^ann id^ e6 immer tjenneiben, fo bleibt ntir'd feme t)om 

©aumen/ 

„(Si! toad l^ab'id^ gel^Srt!" Derfe^te ber Sraune, „©err 

DI)eini ! so 

©! Derfc^mal^et 3^]^r fo ben ©^^^9/ *>^^ ntandf)er beget)ret? 
^onig, niu6 id^ Sud^ fagen, gel^t iiber alle ©erid^te, 
SJenigftend mir; fd^afft mir bat)on,ed fottgud^ nit^treuen! 
©ienen toerb' ic^ gud^ toieber." „3^r fpottet/' fagte ber 

anbre. 
,r5Kein, toal^rljaftig !'' Derfd^tour fic^ ber Sd'dx, „ed ift emftlic^ 

gefprod^en/ 65 

„Q^t bem alfo/' Derfefete ber 9totc, „ba lann id) @ud^ bienen; 
S)enn ber SSauer 9?ufteDieI xooljut am i^u^e bed Serged, 
§onig l^at er ! ®en)i^ mit allem gurem ®t\(i)ki}tt 
^Soiji Q\jx niemal fo tjiel beifammen." ^Da tUftet' ed Sraunen 
ilbermci^ig na(^ biefer gelicbten Speife. „D, fii^rt mid)/' 70 
9tief er, „eilig bat)in, ©err D^eim, id^ toiU ed gebenten ! 
®df)afft mir ©onig, unb toenn id^ aud^ nid^t gefdttiget toerbe.'' 
rrOel^en toir," fagte ber gud)d, „ed foil an §onig uidji fel^Ien. 
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^cutc bin ic^ jluar fd^Icc^t gu gu§c ; bod^ foU mir bic gicbc, 
^ !lDic ic^ (Sud^ langc gctotbrnct, bic fauem Iritte Dcrf ii^cti. 
©cttti ic^ lennc tiicmanb t)on alien mcinen aSertoanbtcn, 
Dcnn id) Dcrcl^rtc, wie guc^ ! !iDod^ fommt ! Q\)x tocrbct 

bagegen 
9ln bc« Sonigc^ §of am gcrren^Jage mir bicncn, 
•Dafi ic^ bcr geinbe Oeiualt unb i^re Slagcn bcfc^dmc. 
80 §onigfatt mod)' i6) Sud^ I)cutc, fo Did 3^r immcr nur tragcn 
3Kogct.'' — @« meintc bcr @cl|all bic ®(|lagc bcr gomigcn 

Saucm. 

9ieincfc licf i^m gUDor, unb blinbling« folgte bcr 35raunc» 
„SBtU mir'd gctingcn/' fo bad^tc bcr guc^^, „i^ bringc bic^ 

l^cutc 
3lod) ju aWarftc, tt)o bir cin bittrcr ©onig ju tcil wirb." 
85 Unb fie famcn gu JRiiftcDicte .^ofc; ba« frcutc ben Saren, 
aber t)crgcbcn«, toic J^oren fic^ oft mit ^offnung bctriigcn. 

Slbenb tear c« getDorbcn, unb SRcineIc ton^tt, gctool^nlid^ 
Siege 9tftftet)iel nun in feiner hammer gu 53cttc, 
lOer cin 3^^^^^^^^^ ^^^/ ^^ tttc^tigcr SKciftcr* 3^m 

§ofc 
wgag cin cic^cner ©tamm; cr l^atte, bicfen gu trennen, 
©(^on gtoci tilc^tigc Scilc l^ineingctricbcn, unb oben 
fltaffte gcfjjaltcn bcr ©aum f aft ctlcntt)cit. 9tcinc!c merit' cd, 
Unb cr fagte: ,,SD?cin Of|cim, in bicfem ©aumc befinbet 
®ic^ bed §oniged mc^r, afe Qf^x Dcrmutct; nun ftcdet 
95 gure ©c^nauge l^incin, f o tief ^l^r mSget. 9^ur raf i^, 
9?c^mt nid^t gicrig gu Did, ed mdd^f gud^ iibd befommen. 
rr9»eint Qi)x/ fagte bcr Sar, „xd) fei cin Sidfra^? mit 

nid^ten ! 
aWa6 ift iiberaU gut, bei atten SDingcn/' Unb alfo 
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8ic§ bcr Sclr fid^ bct^brcn unb ftcdtc bcti ftopf in bie ^pattt 
©i« an bic O^rcti titticin unb auc^ bie dorberftcn gUge. loo 
5RcincIc mac^tc fid) bran, mit oiclcm S^^^^^ ^^^ ^tntn 
fflrad^t' cr bic Scile ^craue; nun tear bcr SSraune flcfangcn, 
©aupt unb gU^c gcflcmmt ; c« l)alf fcin Si^eltcn nod) 

(Sd^mcid^cln. 
aSotlauf l^attc bcr ^SBraunc ;{U tl^un, fo ftarf er unb lii^n toax, 
Unb fo l)iclt bcr 9?cffc mit Sift ben Dl^eint gcfangcn. los 

§culcnb plarrtc bcr Scir, unb mit ben l^intcrftcn giigen 
©c^arrf cr grimmig unb Idrmtc fo fcl)r, ba^ SRitftcdiel auf* 

fprang. 
®ad e« ttjfirc, bad)tc bcr ajiciftcr unb brad^tc fcin :S3cil mit, 
!iDa6 man bciDaffnct i^n fiinbc, toenn jemanb gu fd^abcn 

gcbiidite. 

Sraun bcfanb fid^ inbc« in gro^cn Singften; bie ©paltc no 
Slcmmt' il^n gcwaltig, cr gog unb gerrte, brUHcnb t)or 

Sdimcrgcn. 
3lbcr mit alle ber ^cin tear nid^t^ gemonnen; cr gtaubtc 
9?immcr Don bannen gu lommen; fo mcinf auc^ 9tcinclc 

freubig. 
9lte cr JRiiftcDicI fa^ Don feme fd^rciten, ba rief er: 
,,S3raun, ttjic ftc^t ee? 2Wa^iget gud) unb fdionct be« 

§onig^! "s 

®agt, tt)ic fd^medt c«? ^RiiftcDict fommt unb toifl Sud^ 

bcioirtcn; 
9?ad^ bcr SUial^Ijcit bringt cr cin Sd)Iiicfc^en, c^ mag gud) 

befommen !" 
!J)a ging 9teincfc loicber nad^ aWatcpartu^, bcr geftc, 
9lber 9iiiftcDieI fam, unb aH er ben 4B(ircn erbtidte, 
?ief cr, bic ^auern ju rufen, bic noc^ in bcr ©d^enfe bci^ 

fammen 120 



©d^maufetcn. ,rSomnit !'' fo rtcf er, „m tncmcm ©ofc %t^ 

fangcti 

§at fid^ cin Sar, id^ fage bie 2Ba^rt|cit." ®ic folgten unb 

liefen, 

3febcr bciDcl^rte fid^ cilig, fo gut er fonntc. ©cr cine 

5Ra^m bie ®abct gur §Qnb, unb feincn 9?cd^cn bcr anbrc, 

125 Unb bcr britte, bcr Dicrtc, mit ®pte§ unb ^(ndt bctoaffnct, 

Samcn gefprungen, bcr fiinf tc mit eincm ^faf)Ie gcriiftct, 

^a, bcr ^farrcr unb ^tiftcr, fie famen mit i^rem ©critte, 

Slud^ bie Sdd^in bc^ ^faffen (fie ^ic6 gran ^futtc, fie fonnte 

©rii^c beretten unb fod^en xoxt leinc) blieb nid^t baljintcn, 

130 ^am mit bcm JRodEcn gclaufen, bei bem fie am 2^age gefeffen, 

35cm ungliidtlid^en ©dren ben ^elg gu luafd^cn* J5er Sraune 

§orte ben madifcnbcn 8drm in feincn fd^rcdtlic^en 5K0tcn, 

Unb er rig mit ®ett)att ba« §aupt au^ bcr ®palte. 

aBa« l)alf i^m, bad ^aupt gu 

bef reien ? 

185 !j)enn ed blieben bie "ipf oten im 53aume ftcdEcn; \^a ri§ er 

§aftig fid) rudfenb ^craud, er rafte finnlod; 

Unb SRiiftcDict eilte, gu fd^Iagen: 

SHIc fielen i!)n an, bie mit bem 9)?eifter gefommen; 

O^tt gu teten, tear i^r ^ege^r, g« fitl^rtc bcr ^ater 

140 ginen fangen ©tab in bcr §anb unb feeing il^n Don feme. 

Siimmcrlid) luanbt' er fid) ^in unb l^cr, c« brangf il^n bcr 

©aufen, 

ginige l^icr mit ©piemen, bort anbrc mit Scilen, e« brac^tc 

jammer unb ^m^t bcr ©d^mieb, ed famen anbrc mit 

©c^aufcln, 

2lnbrc mit ©paten, fie fd^tugen brauf tod unb ricfen unb 

fdjlugcn, 

145 SlUc fefeten il)m gu, cd bticb aud^ feiner ba^intcn. 

Dcr Irummbeinige @d|(oppc mit bcm breitnafigen gubolf 
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SBaren bie ©c^Iimmften, unb @ero(b bemegte ben I^OIgemen 

glegcl 
3»tfc^en ben frummen gingem; it^m ftonb fern ©d^mager 

gnr ©eite^ 
^(fefrei tear e^^ ber bide, bie beiben fd^Ingcn am mciften. 
Slbel Quad unb g^au Quttt baju, fie lie^en'^ nic^t fe^Ien; 150 
Unb nid^t biefe ©enannten.allein; benn SKanner unbSBeiber, 
Wit Itefen I)erju unb iDoUten ba6 Seben be« ^ttren. 
!iDa inbeffen bie SWdnner am Ufer befc^dftiget xoaxen, 
Srod^ ber Stir ind SBaffer; e« fa^en i^n alle bie ©auern, 
9tiefen: !IDa^ tt)irb un« geiuig gur eiDigen ©c^anbe gereid^en 1 155 
Unb fie tt)aren Derbrieglid^ ; bod^ toax er 
gro^, bag er nur bem ilbel entging. @r fluc^te ben ®auem, 
glud^te 9?einelcn, ber i^n Derriet. aWit folc^en ®ebeten 
®d|tt)amm er tueiter, e« trieb i^n ber ®trom, ber rei^enb 

unb grog tear, 
53innen weniger ^tit faft eine aWeile l^inunter; i«o 

Unb ba Irod^ er an« 8anb am felbigen Ufer unb feuc^te. 
®ein bebrangtered Jier i)at j;e bie ©onne gefel^en! 
Unb er bac^te ben 3Korgen nid()t gu erieben, er glaubte 
^lofelic^ gu fterben unb rief : „D SReinele, falfc^er SJerrciter ! 
8ofe« ®efcf|dpf !" Sr bact)te babei ber fc^Iagenben ©auem, les 
Unb er bact)tc bed SSaum^ unb fluc^te SReincfend Siften. 

3lber 9teinele 5uc^«, nad^bem er mit gutem Sebat^te 
©einen O^eim gu SDJarlte gef ul)rt, i^m ©onig gu fc^affen, 
8ief er nad^ ©ii^nem, er tDupte htn SDxt, unb ft^nappte fid^ 

eined, 
8ief unb fd^Ieppte bie 33eute bcl)enb am gluffe l^inunter. 170 
©ann i)erge^rf er fie glei^ unb eilte nad^ anbem ©efd^aften 
Smmer am Sluffe bal^in unb tranf bed SKafferd unb ba^te : 
„0, xoxc bin ic^ fo fro^^ bag ic^ ben tolpifc^en ^dren 
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©0 gu ©ofc gcbrac^t ! S^ mitt, 9Wlftct)icI l)at i^m 
1^ ffio^I ba6 SStii gu loftcn gcgcbcn. & gcigtc bcr SSr fic^ 

©tct« inir fcinblid^ gefinnt, id^ i^aV e« t^m iDiebcr Dcrgoltcn. 

O^cim l)ab' ic^ if)tt imtncr genannt, nun ift er am Saumc 

2iot gcblicbcn ; bc« tt)iU id) mic^ freun, f olang ic^ nur Icbc. 

illagcn unb fdiabcn luirb er nicl)t mc^r!" — Unb toic er fo 

toanbelt, 
180 ®^aut er ant Uf er l^inab unb fie^t ben SS'dxtn fi^ toSIgen. 

>Da6 tjerbrog i^n im ©erjen, ba^ ©raun lebcnbig entfommen. 

„9iilfteDiet/' rief er, ;,bu laffiger aOSidjt ! bu grober ®e[elle ! 

©old^e ©peife t)erf dja^ft bu, bie fett unb guten ©efc^mad^ ift 

!Die mand^ e^rlid)er SDiann fic^ ipiinfc^t unb bie fo gemSc^Iic^ 
iw J)ir ju l^anben gefommen ? Dod^ i)at f ilr beine S3ett)irtung 

!Dir ber reblid^e 53raun ein ^fanb gelaffen !" ®o bac^f er, 

9ltt er SBraunen betriibt, ermattet unb blutig erblitfte. 

gnbli^, rief er i^n an : ,,^err O^eini, finb' id| gud^ toieber ? 

©abt ^l)v ttxoa^ t)ergeff en bei 3iuftet)iel ? f agt mir ! ic^ laff i^m 
190 SBiffen, n)o 3f)r geblteben. ©oc^ foil ic^ f agen, i^ glaubc, 

S5ielen ©onig ^abt Ql)v gett)i§ bem 2)ianne geftol^Ien, 

Ober l^abt 3^r iljn reblid) begal^lt? toie ift e^ gefc^el^cn? 

SEBar ber »^onig nid)t guten ©efd^madtd ? Qn felbigem ^reife 

©te^t nod^ ntandEjer gu fi'auf !" 
iw Unb f mufete ber :©raune bie Dielen fpattifc^cn SBorte 

^intereinanber oemel^men unb lonnte Dor ©c^mergen niiit 

reben, 

©i^ nid^t raten noc^ l^elfen, Unb urn ntd^t better gu pren, 

ilroc^ er in« ffiaffer guriidE unb trieb mit bem reigenben 

©trome 

5Rieber unb lanbete brauf am flad}en Ufer. !J)a lag er, 
aoo iJranI unb etenb, unb jammerte laut unb fprad^ gu fic^ felbcr: 

„©d|Iuge nur einer mic^ tot ! S^ tonn nid^t gel^en unb fotttc 

5Ka(^ bed a5niged §ofe bie 3teife ooUenben, unb bleibe 
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(go gcft^anbct jurucf Don 9tcmelcn« bofcm Serrate* 
©rittg' ic^ mein Seben baDott, getoig, hid) fott e« gcrcuen l** 
!Do(^ er raffte fic^ auf unb f^Ieppte mit graglic^cn (Sc^mer jcn 
!Durc^ Dier 2:age fic^ fort, unb enblic^ lam er ju $ofe. 



ate ber fiOnig ben Sttren in feinem glenb erblicftc, 
SRtef cr: «®nabiger ®ott! Srfenn' id) Sraunen? ffiic 

fonimt cr 
©0 gefc^ttnbct ?" Unb fflraun Derfefete : „8eiber erbarmlic^ 
3ft ba« Ungemac^, ba« 3^r crblitft ; fo f)at mic^ ber greoler 210 
9teinele fc^dnblid^ Derraten !" !iDa fprad^ ber Sonig entiiiftet : 
„5Racf)en mill id) getoig ol)n' afle ®nabe ben gretjel. 
©oldi eincn ©errn tt)ie Sraun, ben foUte SRelnefe fc^ttnben ? 
^'a, bei meiner S^re, bei meiner firone ! ha^ ]d)XDof id), 
Wit^ fott SReinefc bitten, loa^ Sraun gn 9?cc^te bcgel)ret. 215 
^alt' ic^ mein 2Bort nid^t, fo trag' id) fem 'Sd)XDtxt mc\)x, id) 

toitl e^ geloben !" 

Unb ber ilonig gcbot, e« folle ber 9?at fid^ ocrfammein, 
iiberlegen unb gleic^ ber greDct (Strafe beftimmen. 
9lUe rieten barauf, tt)ofern e^ bcm Sonig bcliebte, 
©olle man 5ReineIen abermate forbern, er foIIe fid) ftellcn, ^^o 
®egen 9lnfpru(^ unb ^lage fein 3tcd|t gu wal^ren. g« lonne 
^inje, ber i?ater, fogleic^ bic Sotfc^aft SReinelen bringen, 
SBeil er Hug unb getoanbt fei. So rieten fie alle gufammen. 

Unb e« Dercinigte fic^ ber S^onig mit feinen ©enoffen, 
©prad^ gu C^injen: „aKerfet mir xtd)t bie SUJeinung ber 

C)erren ! 225 

8ie6' er fic^ aber gum brittenmal forbern, fo fott e^ il|m felbft 

unb 
©einem gangen ®efd|Ied)te gum ewigen ©c^aben gereidjen ; 



Q\t er Hug, fo lomtn' cr in 3^'ten. 3^1^r [c^tirft i^m bic 

8ct)rc ; 
2lttbere Derad^tct cr nur, bo^ ©urem 9tate gc^ord)t cr." 

280 giber ©injc Dcrfe(}te : ffS^vx ©d^abcti obcr gum grommcn 
aWag e^ gereic^en, fotnm' i^ gu it)Tn, iDie foil icf|'^ beginnen? 
2KeinetU)egen t^ut ober (a^t e^, abcr id) badjte, 
3cbcn anbcrn ju fd)tctcn, ift beffer, ba id) fo Hein bin. 
Sraun, bcr ffldr, ift fo gro^ unb ftarf, unb fount' i^n nid|t 

gtt)iugen ; 

835 SBcI^crUJeifc foH id^ c« cnben ? D ! I)abt mid) cntfdjulbigt! " 

 

,,!Du bercbcft mid) nid)t/' t)crfc(}tc bcr Sonig ; ^man finbct 
9Kand)en fleinen 3Kann Doll 8ift unb SBci^l^cit, bic man^cm 
©rogen frcmb ift. ®eib Qljv and) gleic^ fein 9?icfe gctt)ac^fcn, 
©cib 3^r boc^ Hug unb gclcl^rt." T^a ge^ord)tc bcr S'atcr 

unb fagtc : 
240 „gucr SBillc gcfd)cf)c ! unb fann iij cin 3^^^^^ crblidcn, 
SRec^tcr ©anb am ffiegc, fo toixb bic SRcifc getingcn." 
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5Rutt tear ©injc, bcr fiatcr, cm Studd^cn ©cgcd flcgan* 

flcn; 
Ginen SDZartin^iJogcI crblidt' cr Don iDcitctn, ba rief cr : 
„GbIcr SSogcI ! ©liid auf ! o iDcnbc bic i^WgcI unb fltcge 
^cr ju mcincr SRcc^tcn !" g^ flog bcr SSogcI unb fc^tc 
Sid^ gnr ginfcn be^ fiatcr^, auf cincm Saumc gu fingcn. 5 
§in(}c bctriibtc ficf| fcl)r, cr glaubtc fcin Unglucf ju ]^5rcn, 
ADod) cr inadjtc nun fclbcr fic^ aJJut, toic nicl)rcrc pflcgcn. 
^turner toanbcrt' cr fort nai) 3JJafcpartu«, ba fanb cr 
aSor bcm ©aufc SRcincfcn fi^jcn ; cr griigf il)n unb fagtc : 
n®ott, bcr rcid)c, bcr gutc, bcfd^cf ©ud^ glucflic^cn Slbcnb 1 10 
gucr gcbcn bcbro^ct bcr JEOnig, loofcm it)r &id) locigcrt, 
SKit nac^ v^ofc p tommcn ; uno fcmcr Ifigt cr Guc^ fagcn : 
©tc^ct ben Slagcm gu 9?cc^t, fonft locrben'^ bic Gurigen 

biigcn." 
SRcincfc fprad^ : ^SBillfommcn bot)ier, gelicbtcftcr 92cffc ! 
SDJogct Qljx ©cgcn Don ®ott nad| mcincm SBunfd^c gc* 

nicgcn.'' 15 

Slbcr cr baditc nid^t fo in [cincm Dcrratrifdjcn ©crjcn ; 
9?cuc JUdfc fann cr fid| au«, cr iDotltc ben :33oten 
SBicbcr gcfd^anbct nad^ §ofe fcnbcn. Sr nanntc ben ^atcr 
S'mmcr fcincn 5Rcffcn unb fagtc : „9?cffc, toa^ \ti^t man 
guc^ fur ©pcifc nur oor ? 3Ran f d^Idf t gcfdttigct bcf[cr ! so 
ginmal bin ic^ ber SBirt ; toir gingcn bann morgen am Sage 

22 
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S3eibc nod) §ofc : fo butilt c« tni^ gut, SSon tncmen S5cr* 

toanbten 
3ft tnir fciner bcfannt, auf ben id) mic^ liebcr ocrlie^c. 
J)cntt ber flcfrdgigc ©dr war trofjig gu tnir getommen ; 

25 gr ift grimmig unb ftarf, ba§ id) urn Dielc« nid^t tjdtte 
3l)Tn jur ©cite bie 9Jcife gcwagt 9Jun aber t)er[tct)t fid)'«, 
®ernc ge^' ic^ mit (Suc^. SBir tnadjen un« frii^c bc^ 3Korgen« 
8luf ben SBcg ; fo fdjeitiet c« tnir ba« Scftc gcraten/' 
©hijc Derfetjtc barauf : „g^ iDdrc bcffer, tt)ir maditcn 

80 ®lcid| UTt6 fort nadi ^ofe, f o tuie wir ge^en unb ftc^cn. 
Sluf bcr ©cibc f^cinet ber 2Ronb, bie SKegc finb trocfcn." 
JRemcfc fprac^ : „Qd) finbe bet ^ladjt ha^ SReifen gcfdl^rlidi* 
Wlan6)tt griifect un« frcunblic^ bei Xa^t, hoi) tarn' cr im 

ginftcm 
Un« in ben ©eg, c« moc^te lool^I faum gum Scftcn geraten.'' 

35 2lbcr §ingc Derf efetc : ,,®o lagt mid^ miffen, ntein Slcffe, 
Slcib' id) t)icr, wa^ foUen U)ir cffen ? Unb 9?cinefc fagtc : 
Jirmlid^ be^clfen mir un« ; bod^ irenn Qljx bleibet, fo bring' it^ 
grifd|c ©onigfdjcibcn ^croor, id) roaljk bie tldrften." 
„9Kcmate eff id^ bergleid)en," Derfe|jte nturrenb bcr Sater. 

40 ,,gct|let (Suc^ aae« im §auf e, f o gebt eine 2Rau« ^er ! 2JHt biefer 
Sin tc^ om beften oerforgt, unb fparct ben §onig f iir anbre." 
fMt Qf)x aWdufe fo gem?" fprad) 3ieinefe, „rebet mir emft* 

lid)! 
!Domit fann ic^ gud) bienen- e« f)at mein 9?ad^bar, ber 

Waffc, 
gine ©d^eun' im §ofe, barin finb 2Wdufe, man fiitjre 
45 @ie auf feinem SBagen l^inmeg ; id^ ^(5re ben ^faffen 
Slagen, bag fie bei 9?ad^t unb Sag i^m Idftiger iDerben.'' 
Unbebdd)tig fagte ber Sater : „2:i)ut mir bie Siebe, 
Sringet mid) ^in ju ben aWdufen ! benn ilber SBilbbret unb 

alle^ 
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8ob' ic^ tnir 3Jiaufc, bic fd)mccten am bcftcn." Unb Sicmcfe 

fagtc : 
„9iun tt)ot)rl)afti9, Qf)X foltt mir cin ^crrlic^cfi ©aftmol^I ge* 

ttie^en. so 

!Da mir betannt ift^ tpomit id) Qui) iknt, fo la^t uti^ ntc^t 

gaubcnu'' 
§mgc fliaubf i^m unb folgtc : fie famen gur ©c^cunc bc« 

^faffen, 
3u bcr Ic^mcrncn 3Banb. Die Ijatte SReitiefe gcftem 
fi lug burc^graben unb ^atte burdi^ 8od| bem fc^lafenben ^faff en 
(Seiner ©cil)ne ben beften enttt)enbet. Dad woUte 3D?artin(^cn 55 
9tad|en, bed geiftlic^en §erm geliebted (£b^nd)en ; er fniipfte 
Slug t)or bie Cffnung ben Strid mit einer ©c^linge; fo 

^offf er 
Seinen $a^n gu rac^en am tt)ieberlel)renben Diebe. 
Sfeinete wu^V unb mertte fid| bad unb fagtc : „®eliebter 
Sleffe, triedjet ^inein gerabe gur Dffnung ; iij ^alte ee 

SBac^e baoor, inbeffen ^\}v maufet ; 3I)r ttjerbet gu ©owfen 
@ie im Dunfein er^afdjen. D ^5ret, tt)ie munier fie pfeifen ! 
®eib 3^r fatt, fo fommt nur juritd, Q\jx finbet mi^ toiebcr. 
S^rennen biirfen mir nict)t und biefen Slbenb, benn morgen 
®et)en tt)ir friil^ unb liirgen ben SBeg mit muntem ©efpra^' 

d^en.'' 66 

,,@Iaubt Qljx," fagte ber ^ater, „t^ fei f)ier fic^er gufriec^en? 
Denn ed l)aben mitunter bie 'iPfaffen and) S3ofed im ©inne*" 
Da oerfe^^te ber i^d}^, ber Sc^elm : „9Ber fonnte bad toiffen ! 
®eib Q\)v fo blobe ? SBir ge^en guritd ; ed foH guc^ mein 

SBeibdjen 
®ut unb mit G^ren empfangen, ein fc^macf^aft gffen bereiten; to 
SBrnn ed and) SKdufe nidjt finb, fo lagt ed und fro^Kc^ Der^ 

ge^ren." 
Slber §inge, ber Sater, f prang in bie Dffnung, er fc^amte 
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<S)\i} t)or SRcmcfen^ fpottcnbcn SBortcn unb fid in bic ©d^Iingc* 
SUfo cmpfanbcn 9teineten^ Odfte bic bofc SSewirtung. 

76 ©a nun §injc ben ©trid an fcincnt ©alfc t)erfpiirtc, 
gu^r cr dngfttidi jufammcn unD iibcrcilte fid| furrfitfam, 
S)enn cr fprang mit ©cwalt : ba jog bcr ©trie! fi(f| juf amntcn* 
Stdglid) ricf cr SRcinctcn ju, bcr aufecr bcm 8od^c 
^ord^tc, fid) ^dmifdi crfrcutc unb fo gur Dffnung ^incinfprad) : 
^injc, tt)ic f ^mc(f en bic 2)?dufc ? 3^r finbct fie, gtaub' id), 

80 gcmdftet ; 

SBiifetc aWartinc^cn bod^ nur, ba§ 3I)r fein SBilbbret ccrjcl^rct, 
©ic^cr brdii)f cr (Sud) @enf ; cr ift cin 1^5flirf|cr S^nabc. 
©ingct man fo bci §of c gum (Sf[cn ? (5^ !Iingt mir bcbcntlid^. 
SBugf id) ^'f^gi^itn nur in biefcm goc^c, fo h)ic t^ 

86 gud^ gu gallc gcbrad)t ; cr folltc mir allc^ bcjal^Icn, 
2Ba« cr mir libels gctt)an !" Unb fo ging SRcineIc ttjcitcr. 

gaffct un^ abcr guriid nac^ C)in3en fcl^cn. ®cr Slrmc, 
Da cr gcfangen fic^ fii^Itc, bcflagtc nac^ 9Bcifc bcr ^atcr 
©id) erbdrmlid), ba^ l^ortc 2Kartind^cn unb fprang au^ bcm 

«cttc. 

w „®ott fci !iDan! ! Qd) l^abe ben ©trid gur glltdflidicn ©tunbe 
aSor bic Offnung gcfniipft ; bcr !Dicb ift gcfangen ! Qij benfc, 
SBo^I bcjal)tcn foU cr ben ^aiju \" fo jaudjjtc 3Bartindf)cn, 
3itnbctc l^urtig cin &d)t an (im §aufc fd){icfen bic Scute), 
©ccftc ajater unb 9)?uttcr barauf unb atle« ©cfinbc ; 
9?icf : ,,ber gud^^ ift gcfangen ! h)ir moUen il)m bicnen." ©ie 

85 famen 

9tHc, grog unb Ilein, ja felbft bcr ^ater erl^ub fid^, 
SBarf cin a)idntcld^en um ; c« lief mit boppcltcn gid^tern 
©cine fiodjin Doran, unb cilig l^attc 9Kartind)cn 
(ginen ^niittcl gefagt unb mad^tc fid^ ubcr ben Satcr, 
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£raf t^m ^aut utib ^aupt unb fc^Iug t^m grtmmtg em Sug 

QUd. 100 

SHle [dilugcti auf il)tt ; c^ fam tnit sadigcr ®abcl 

$aftig bcr ^ater f)crbci unb glaubtc ben JRiiuber 5U foUen. 

^in^c bad}te gu ftcrben ; ba fprang er mutcnb entfdiloffcn, 

Sc^dnbete grimmtg ben 3)Jann unb rod)te graufant ba« 3luge. 

Sdjrcienb ftiirite ber ^ater unb fiel ol)nniad)tig jur (Srben. ics 

Unbebac^tfam fc^impfte bie ^oc^in, e« ^abe ber 2^eufet 

SijV gum ?o[fen ba^ Spiel fclbft Qngcrid)tet Unb boppelt, 

S5reifad| fc^rour fie : wie gem t)eri[ore fie, ndre ba« UngWd 

9iid)t bem §erren begegnet, i^r bi^dien §abe gufantmen. 

^^a, fie fdjwur, ein ^.6)a^ Don ®olbe, ttjenn fie i!)n l|atte, no 

©oUte fie toa^rlid^ nicl)t reuen, fie woUf il^n miffen. ©o 

jammert' 
@ie bie Sc^anbe be^ germ unb feine fdjtoere SSerteunbung. 
gnblic^ brarf)tcn fie tt)n mit oielen Slagen ju ®ette, 
fiicgen §injen am Stricf unb ijatttn feiner Dergeffen. 

S(l« nun ©inje, ber £ater, in feiner 3lot [\6) attetn fa^, 115 
ga^t' er au^ Siebe gum Seben ben ©trid unb nagf i^n be* 

tjenbe. 
,,(2ottf id) mid) ctma erlbfen Dom gropen ilbel?^ fo bac^f er. 
Unb e^ gelang if)m, ber ©trid gerri§. 2Bie fanb er fid| 

glUdlid) ! 
giltc, bem Ort gu entflic^n, tt)o er fo Dieted erbultet. 
.^aftig fprang er gum Coc^c ^eraud unb eilte bie Strafe 120 
dlad) be^ S oniged gof , ben er be« 2)?orgen^ erreid)te. 
3irgerlic^ fc^alt er fic^ felbft : „So mu^te bcnnod) ber Jteufet 
S)ic^ buvd) SReinefen^ l^ift, be« bdfen SBerrater^, begtt)ingen ! 
Sommft bu bod) mit Sdianbe guriid, om Singe geblenbet 
Unb mit ^d)Idgen fdimerglic^ belaben, tt)ie mu^t bu bid) fc^ii* 

men!" 185 
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9lbcr bc« ^Cnige^ 3^^ cntbrantite t|eftig, er brdutc 
©cm 93erratcr ben lob oijxC afic ®nabe. !Da lieg cr 
©cine SRcite t)erfammclti ; c^ fatnen feinc Saroticn, 
©eine SBeifcn gu il^nt, cr fragtc, wit man ben grcDlcr 

130 gnbliii) brdcfitc jn 9tcc^t, bcr fcl)on fo uielc^ oerfc^ulbct. 
211^ nun oictc ^cf^wcrbcn fid^ Ubcr SRcincIcn I)Quftcn, 
5Rebetc ©rimbart, bcr >Dad)^ : „gd m5gcn in bicfcm ®eri(i)tc 
SJiele ^errcn and) feirt, bic 9?einefen tlbel^ gcbenfen, 
©ocf) tt)irb niemanb bIc $Rcd)tc be^ frcien SJJannc^ tjerle^en. 
9iun gum brittcnmal mug man il)n forbcrn. 3ft biefc^ 

''as gefcf)cl)cn, 

Sommt cr bann nicl)t, fo mogc ba^ ditijt iijn fc^ulbig crfcnncn," 
Da Dcrfcfetc bcr S5nig : „Qij fitrd^tc, fcincr Don alten 
®ingc, bcm tiid ifc^en 3D?annc bic brittc ?abung gu bringcn* 
923cr l)at cin 3Iugc gu t)icl ? tucr mag t)crn)cgcn gcnug fein, 

140 gcib unb Scbcn gu magcn um bicfen b5fcn Scrriitcr? 
©cine ®cfunbf)cit auf^ Spiel gu fejjcn unb bcnnod) am 

(gnbc 
SRcincfen ni^t gu ftcUcn ? Qd) bcnic, niemanb tjcrfu^t c^,'' 

iiberlaut Dcrfc^tc bcr Da^^ : „§crr ^iJnig, bcgc^rct 
Qi)v c^ Don mir, fo loill ic^ foglcid^ bic Sotf^aft Dcrricfjtcn, 
145 (gci c«, lt)ic c^ aud^ fci. SBoltt Q\}x mi^ 5ffcnttid^ fenbcn, 
. Obcr ge^' ic^, aid fdm' id^ Don fclbcr? Sl)x bUrft nur 

bcfel^Icn." 
©a bcfdjicb i^n bcr ^5nig: „(So gctjt bann! 3lIIc bic Slagen 
§abt 3l)r fdmtlid) ge^5rt, unb ge^t nur lt)ci«Iicfi gu Scrfc; 
©enn cv5 ift cin gcfdl)rli^cr aWann." Unb ®rimbart Dcr* 

fe^tc : 
„Q\nmal mug id) c« toagcn unb I|off i^n bcnnod() gu brin* 
ISO gen." 

©0 betrat cr btn SBcg nad) SJialcpartud, bcr gcftc ; 
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jRcittcfcn fanb cr bafelbft mit 2Beib unb fiinbcm unb fagte : 
wO^cim 5Remcfe, fcib tnir gegrugt ! Qijv feib tin Qtkijxttx, 
SBcifer, tluger ^Jiann; luir miiffen und allc tocrttjunbcm, 
SBic 3t|r bed iionigd Sabung t)cracl)tct, ic^ fagc, oerfpottct. 155 
iDcud|t Gud) nid)t, cd todrc nun 3^it? gd mc^rcn \id) 

immcr 
Sfagcn unb b5fe ©erudite Don atlcn Scitcn. Qi^ raf Suc^, 
Sommt nac^ §ofe mit mir, e6 l)ilft Icin langcrcd 3^^*^^^^ 
9?ic(c, Dtele ©efdjiTOcrbcn [tub Dor ben Sonig gefommcn, 
^eute toerbet Qljv nun gum brittenmale getaben ; lew 

Stellt S\)v Gud) nidjt, fo feib if|r oerurteilt I)ann fii^ret 

ber lonig 
©eine 93afaKen f|ierf)er, Guc^ einjufdjtie^en, in biefer 
gefte aJJalepartud Gud) gu belagem : fo gef)et 
3^r mit Seib unb Sinbern unb @ut unb 8eben gu ®runbe. 
Ql)x cntfliel)et bem iionige nic^t ; brum ift e« am beften, les 
•Sommt nai} @ofe mit mir ! Gd lt)irb an liftiger SBenbung 
Guc^ nic^t fel)Ien, Qi)x l^abt fie bereit unb luerbet Guc^ ret* 

ten; 
35enn il^r I)abt \a tool^I oft, aud) an gerid^tli^en Sagen, 
Slbenteuer beftanben, loeit grd^er al«^ biefed, unb immer 
Samt Q\)x Qlndiii) baoon unb Gure ©egner in ©djanbe.'' 170 

©rimbart l^atte gefprodien, unb 9?einefe fagte bagegen : 
^Ol)eim, Qljx ratet mir iDol^f, bag ii) gu §ofe mid) ftetle, 
3Keine6 9ted^ted felber ju it)al)ren. 3d) l^offe, ber Sonig 
SBirb mir ®nabe gett)al}ren ; er m\% trie fet)r id) it)m niifee ; 
Slber er iDeip aud^, n)ie fel^r id) bedt)alb ben anbern Der* 

l^agt bin. 175 

DI)ne mic^ fann ber §of nid)t beftel)n. Unb l^citf i^ noc^ 

gef)nmal 
ajtel^r Derbro^en, fo toeig id) ed fdjon : fobalb mjr'd gelinget, 
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3f^m il)tt bic aiugen ju fct)cn unb i^n ju fprcd^eti, ft) fiil^ft cr 
©cincn ^oni im 53ufcn bejiDungcn. ©cnn frcitid) bcgleiten 

leoSJtelc ben ^onig unb fomnten in feinem 9iatc gu fifeen j 
aibcr c« ge^t if)m nicntat gu gcrgen ; fie finben gufammcn 
SBcber diat nod) ©inn* ©oc^ bicibet an jcglic^cm §ofc, 
SBo id^ immcr aud^ fci, ber 9tatfcf)Iu§ meinem SScrftanbc. 
!Dcnn Derfammcln fief) Sonig unb ^txxtxt, in fitjlirfjcn @o 

d)cn 

185 Slugcn SRat ju crfinncn, fo mug if|n SRcincIe finben* 
!Da« mifegonnen mir toiefe. ©ie l^aV id) leiber gu fUrd^ten, 
!j)enn fie l^aben ben 2iob mir gefdjttjoren, unb grabe bie 

(S^Iimntften 
®inb am §ofe Derfammelt, ba^ madit mid) eben belUmmert. 
ilber ge^en unb 3Wac^tige finb'«, tt)ie !ann id) alleine 

190 aSielen mieberftel^n ? ^Drum l^ab' id) immer gegaubert. 
®Ieid|n)o^t finb' id^ e« beffer, mit @ud| nad^ §ofe gu ttjan=» 

bein, 
STOeine ©adt)e gu tt)at)ren ; t>a^ foil mel)r (Sl^re mir bringen, 
Site burd^ 3<^^^^^ ^^*^ SBeib unb meine ^inber in tngften 
Unb ©efal^ren gu ftUrgen ; xoxx maren alle tjerloren. 

195 "^tnn ber S^bnig ift mir gu mcic^tig, unb tt)a« e^ aud^ mare, 
anii^f id) t^un, fobatb er'« befietjlt. SBir lonnen t)erfucf)en, 
®ute aSertrfige t)ieneid)t mit unfern geinben gu fc^Iie^en." 

ateinefe fagte banad^ : „i5rau Srmel^n, ne^met ber 

Sinber 
(3^dt) tmp^ti)V e« Qui}) toaijx, Dor al(en anbem be« jiingften, 
ateinl^artd ; e^ ftel)n i^m bie 3^^^^ fo ^^^^9 "^^ SKauIc^en ; 
800 id^ t)off', er 

. ffiirb ber leib^aftige SSater; unb l)ier ift SJoffel, ba« 

®d|elmd^en, 
!5)er mir eben fo tieb ift. D, ti)\it ben ^inbern gufammen 
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(Sttoa^ gtt gut, tnbe^ id) totq bin ! Qif tmW^ Qud) g^benlen, 
Sitiff xif il\idlxi) gurtid unb Ql)x gcfiorc^et ben SBortcn." 
Sllfo fd^icb cr don banncn mit ®rimbart, fcincm ffleglcitcr, 
Sieg t!^au Snnelt)n bort mit beiben @5^nen unb etite ; 
Unbcratcn licfe cr [ein ©au« ; ba^ fd^mcrjte bic giic^fin." 

®eibe toaxtn noc^ nid^t ein StUnbc^en SBegedgegangen, 
Site ju ©rimbart 9icincfc fprac^ : „S(Kein teucrftcr Dl^cint, 
fficrtcfter grcunb, ic^ mu6 Sud) geftctin, ic^ bcbc t)or ©or* 

gen. 210 

^c^ entfc^Ioge mid^ nid^t bed (ingftlic^en, bangen ©ebonlend, 
Dag id| roirtlid^ bem 2:ob entgegen gel|e. £)a fe^' ic^ 
SKeine @Unbcn t)or ntir, fo t)iel ic^ beren begongen. 
SKeincn O^cim, ben SSdren, ben I)ielt i^ im Saume gefangen; 
^injen fUt)rt' irf| nac^ SDidufcn ; allein, am ©tride ge^alten, 215 
ajiu|t' er Dieted erbulbcn unb f)at fein Singe Derloren. 
Unb fo Haget aud^ penning mit JRed^t, id^ raubf i^m bie 

S'inber, 
®ro6' unb Heine, tote id^ fie fanb, unb lieg fie mir fc^mecfen. 
(gelbft oerfc^onf ic^ bed lodged m6)t, unb mand^erlet 

JlidEen 
iibt id6 liH^nlic^ an if)m unb an ber if onigin felber ; aao 

^pat tjerwinbet fie'd nur* Unb roeiter mug ic^ befennen : 
3fegrim l^ab' ic^, ben SBoIf, mit allem gteige gefc^anbet ; 
StUcd gu fagen, fiinb' id^ nicf)t ^tit ®o ^ab' ic^ i^n immer 
@d)crgenb D{)eim genannt, unb toir finb feine SSerwanbte. 
ginmal, ed loerben nun balb f ecf)d ^a^re, fam er na^ SIfmar aa 
3u mir ind Slofter, id^ loo^nte bafelbft, unb bat mid^ urn 

53etftanb, 
ffieil er eben ein SWdnd^ ju toerben gebfic^te. T)(i^, meinf er, 
Wif ein ^anbtoerl fur il^n, unb gog bie ©lodte. ©ad 

?auten 
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Srcuf il)tt fo fcl^r! Qd) batib il|m barauf bie Dorbcrcti 

230 9)Wt bcm ©cilc guf amtncn, cr toax c« juf ricben unb ftanb f o, 
309 unb criuftigtc fic^ unb frfjicn bad gdutcn ju Icrneti* 
^oi) c« foHf tl^m bie Sunft gu fcl)Ierf|tcr S^re gcbet^en, 
!iDcnn cr lautetc gu tt)ic toll unb tl^dri^t- ©ic 8eutc 
8iefcn eilig bcfturgt aM alien ©tra^cn gufammen, 

235 jDenn fie gtoubtcn, ed f ei ein groped Unglud begegnet ; 
^amcn unb fanben il|n ba, unb e^ er fief) cben erildrte, 
S)a6 er ben geifttid^en ®tanb ergreifen tt)oHe, fo tear er 
3Son ber bringenben SDlenge beinal^ gu tobe gefd^Iagem 
©ennod) be^arrte ber J^or auf feinem aSorfatj unb bat mid), 

240 J)a6 ii) i^m foUte ntit ©l^ren gu einer ^latte t)er]^elfen ; 
Unb id) tieg il^m bad §aar auf feinem ©d^eitet t)erfengen, 
!J)ag bie ©^warte baoon gufammenfd^runtpfte. ®o \)aV id^ 
Dft i^m ^riigel unb ©toge mit oiefer ©c^anbe bereitet. 
gifd^e Iel)rf id^ il^n fangen, fie finb iijxa ilbel befomnten* 

243 ginmal folgf er mir aud^ im ^iilid^er Sanbe, toir fcf)fid|en 
3u ber SBol^nung bed ^faffen, bed reid^ften in bortiger 

®egenb. 
(Sinen ©^jeidljer ^atte ber SWann mit Kftlid^en ©^inlen, 
8ange ©eiten bed garteften ©pedEd Derwal^rf er baneben, 
Unb ein frifd) gefalgened gleifc^ befanb fi^ im S^roge. 

250 !Durd| bie fteinerne SKauer gelang ed Sf^flrim enblid^ 
(Sine ©patte gu frafeen, bie il^n gemftc^li^ l^iuburc^ lieg, 
Unb id^ trieb il)n bagu, ed trieb i^n feine ©egierbe. 
9lber ba fount' er fi^ nic^t im ilberpuffe begtoingen^ 
Ubermagig fiillf er fit^ an; ba ^emmte gemaltig 

255 2)en gefd^tt)ollenen 8eib unb feine JRudffe^r bie ©palte* 
2ld^, wie Ilagt' er fie an, bie ungetreue: fie lieg il^n 
^ungrig l)inein unb mollte btm ©atten bie dtWdtdft uer* 

ipel^rett. 
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Unb iif mac^te barauf etn groged Sarmen itn !C)orfe^ 

!Dag id^ bie SRenfc^en erregte^ bie (S))uren bed 2BoIfed gu 

fitibcn. 
IDcnn i(^ fief in bie SBoIjnung bed ^faffen unb traf il)n beim 

Sffen, 260 

Unb etn fetter ^a))aun toaxh eben t)or il^n getragen, 
SBo^I gebraten; i(^ fct)nQt)pte banad) unb trug il^n oon bannen. 
©aftig wollte ber ^faffe mir nac^ unb lannte, ba ftteg er 
iiber ben ©aufen ben Jifd^ mit ©petfen unb atlem ©etranle* 
»®c^Iaget, roerfet^ f anget unb ftec^et I*' fo rief ber ergrimmte aes 
^ater unb fiel unb fut)Ite ben S^xn (er Ijatte bie ^fiifee 
5Ric^t gefefien) unb lag. Unb alle famen unb fd)rieen: 
^©djlagt!" ic^ rannte baDon unb l^inter mir alle gufammen, 
!Cie mir bad ©d^fimmfte gebac^ten. Silm meiften Kirmte ber 

Waffe: 
„©eld^ etn Dertoegener !Cieb ! gr nal^m bad ^ul^n mir t)om 

2tfd)e!" 2ro 

Unb fo lief id) t)oraud, bid gu bem ©pei^er, ba Keg i(^ 
aSSiber toitten bad §u^n gur grbe fallen, ed ttjarb mir 
@nblid^ leiber gu fdjiDer; unb fo Derlor mid) bie SWenge. 
5lbcr fie fanben bad C^ul^n, unb ba ber 'ipater ed auff)ub, 
SQSarb er bed SSoIfed im ©peidier gemal^r, ed fal^ i^n ber 

©aufen. m 

Witn rief ber ^ater nun gu: r;§ie^er nur! unb trefft il^nl 
Und ift ein anberer !J)ieb, ein SBoIf, in bie ©Snbe gef aKen ! 
Sam' er bat)on, ttjir ttjaren bcfd^impft; ed lad^te tt)a^r]^aftig 
2ltled auf unfrc S^often im gangen 3Ulicf)er ganbe." 
9Bad er nur f onnte, bacfjte ber SSoIf . T)a regnet' ed ©c^Idge sao 
§ie]^er unb bortl^er i^m Uber ben 8eib unb fd)merglid^e S33unben. 
Wit fd^rien, fo laut fie fonnten; bie iibrigen Sauern 
giefen gufammen unb ftredten fUr tot i^n gur grbe banieber» 
©rfigered SSel^ gef^al^ il)m noci) nic, fo tange er auc^ lebte^ 
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286 9KaIf e« eincr auf i^cintDaub, c« luare fcltfam ju fc^cn, 
SBic cr bcm ^faffcti ben Sped unb feinc ©c^infcn bcga^Itc. 
5luf bie ©tragc iparfcn fie i^n unb \(i)UppUn il^n eilij 
iiber ©tod unb ©tein; e« tear fein 8eben gu fpuren. 
Unb er Ijattt fidi unrein gemad^t, ba toarf man mit 5lbf(^eu 

290 SSor ba« !Dorf il)n l^inau^; er lag in f^Iammiger ®rube, 
®enn fie glaubten il^n tot. Qn f olc^er fdima^Iid^en D^nmad^t 
SSlkh er, ic^ toti^ nic^t n)ie lange, beDor er fein (Slenb gen^a^r 

toaxi, 
2Bie er nod^ enblic^ entlommen, bad l^ab' ic^ niemate erfa^ren. 
Unb bod^ fc^lpur er fjcxnai) (ed fann ein ^a^r fein), nxir 

immer 
Jreu unb getottrtig gu bleiben ; nur l^at ed nid^t tonge ge* 

296 bauert. 

!Cenn toarum er mir fd^tour, bad fonnf ic^ leic^tKc^ begreifen^ 
®eme l^att' er einntal fic^ fatt an ©ii^nern gegeffen. 
Unb bamit ic^ it)n tUd^tig betrdge, befc^rieb ic^ il^m emfttid^ 
(Sinen Salfen, auf bem fii) ein §a^n bed 2lbenbd gemo^nlid^ 

800 5Weben fieben ^ti^nem gu fe^jen pflegte. ©a fill^rf ic^ 
3^n im ftiKen bei 5Rad^t, ed ^atte gwdlfe gefd^Iagen, 
Unb ber 8aben bed genfterd, mit Ieid|ter Satte geftil^t, 
©tanb (id^ tougf ed) nod^ offen* ^d^ tl)at, aid njoflf u^ 

l^inein gefin; 
Slber id^ fd^miegte mic^ an unb Iie§ bem Dl)eim ben SSortritt. 

303 „®e^et frei nur fiinein!" fo fagf id^. ^ffioUt i^r getoinncn, 
®eib gefd^aftig, ed gift ! Qljx finbet gemiiftete ^ennen." 
®ar bebdc^tig Irot^ er l^inein unb taftete leife 
§ier* unb haf)\n unb fagte guletjt mit gomigen SBorten: 
„0, toiefil^rt Qijv mid^ fc^ledjt! i^ finbe loalirHc^ Don 

^ti^nem 

sioiteine geber." Qd) fprad^: ,,!Die Dome pflegten gu fiften, 
^aV ii) felber gel)oIt, bie anbem fifeen bal)inten. 
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®c^t ttur utiDcrbroffcn Doran unb trctet bc^utfam." 

grcilic^ bcr ©alien xoax \d)mai, ouf bcm loir flitigcti. Qif 

Ueg it)n 
3mtner Doroud unb ^ielt mic^ iuxxid unb brucfte mid) riid^ 

todrtd 
S33icbcr jum gcnftcr t|inaud unb gog am ©olgc; bcr Sabcn sis 
@c^Iug unb ftappte : bad fu^r bem 3Bolf in bie @lieber unb 

fc^redf il)n; 
3ittemb plumpf cr l)inab Dom fd^malcn Salfcn jur grbc. 
Unb crfc^rodcn erwadjtcn bic Scute, fie fc^Iicfen am gcucr. 
ffSagt, wad fiet jum gcnftcr herein ?" f o riefen fie alle, 
9Jafftcn be^enbe fid^ auf, unb cilig branntc bie iampt. wo 

3n bcr g(f e fanben fie itju unb fi^lugcn unb gerbten 
3l)m gewaltig bad gcH; mic^ wunbert, wie er entfommen." 

Unb fo war bie Seiditc Dotlenbet. !J)a gingcn fie weiter 
3lai) bed £oniged §of. Dcr fromme ©rimbart unb jencr 
ffamen burd^ fct|warjlirf|e fette ©ebreite; fie fa^cn ein ftloftcrsa 
atec^ter §anb bed Seged; ed bienten geiftlic^e grauen 
©pat unb frti^ bem §erren bafelbft unb nal)rten im §ofe 
aside ©utjuer unb §Q^ne, mit manc^em fc^5nen £a|)aune, 
S33elc^e na^ gutter guweilen fi^ aufeer ber 3Jiauer gerftrcuten* 
{Rcinete pflegte fie oft gu befud)en. !Da fagt' er gu ©rimbart: 88o 
^Unfer furgefter SBeg get)t an ber $Ufauer Doriiber." 
3lbcr er meinte bie ^iil^ner, wie fie im greien fpagierten, 
!iDa t)erbre{)te ber ©c^alf bie gierigen 2lugen im Sopfe, 
Qa, Dor alien gefiel il)m ein ^alju, ber jung unb gemfiftct 
Winter ben anbem fpagierte, ben fa^t' er treulic^ ind 5luge, 335 
§aftig fprang er jointer il^m brein; ed ftoben bie gebcm. 

©ie famen 
Um bad Jflofter tjcrum in i^re @tra§e, fie mu^ten 
Ubcr ein fdimaled Sriidc^en t)inUber, unb SRcinefe blicftc 
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840 SBicbcr mij ben ©ii^ncrn gurild; cr gtoatig fic^ t)cr9cbcn«, 
§dtte jemanb ba^ ©aupt it)m abflefdjlaflcn, e^ tudrc 
5Ra(]^ bctt ©ii^neni gepflogcn; fo ^cftig »ar bic Scgicrbc. 

Orimbart fal) c« unb rief: ,,3330 la^t S^l^r, 5Reffc, bic 2lugcn 
aSieber fpajieren? 8Urn)a^r,3^r fcib cin ^aBlic^craSicIfraB!'' 

845 5Remcfc fagtc barauf: „Dad maclit Q\)x ubcl, §crr Ot)eim! 
ttbcreilet gutf) nic^t unb ftdrt ntc^t mcinc ©cbete; 
8a§t cin ^aternofter mic^ fprcc^cn. !Cie ©cclcn bcr ©limner 
Unb bcr ®anfc bcburfcn cd tuol^I, fo t)icl id) ben 5Wonnen, 
!lDicfcn l)ciligen graucn, burc^ meinc Slug^cit cntriffcn," 
©rimbart fc^iPieg, unb JRcinefc i^n^^ t)crtt)anbtc ba« ^avipt 

850 nid)t 

SSon ben ©iil^nern, fo lang er fie fal^. !3Dod^ cnblid^ getangten 
®ie 3ur red)tcn ©trage guritd unb nal|tcn bem §ofe. 
Unb ate SRcincfc nun bic S3urg bc« Sbnig^ crblid te, 
993arb er innig betriibt; benn ^eftig mar er befc^ulbigt 
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Slid man bet ©ofe Dcma^tn, c« lommc {Rchcle tDttRxi), 
DrSnfltc fid^ jcber l^crau^, iJ^n gu fc^n, bic ©rogcn unb ^Uu 

SQSenige freunblid) gefinnt^ faft aHe l^atten gu Ilagen. 
3lbcr {Rcincfctt bcud|tc, ba« fci t)OTi Ictncr Scbcutung ; 
SBcnigften^ ftcflf er fic^ f o, ba cr tnit ©rintbort, bcm !J)ac^fe, s 
Ocfeo brcift unb gicrlu^ bie l^o^c ©tra^e balder flitig, 
aJhitig lam cr Iicran unb gclaffcn, ol« to'dx' er be« S5nig« 
gtgener ®of)n unb frei unb lebig Don alien ©ebrec^en, 
3o, fo trat er Dor 3lobd, ben ^onig, unb ftanb ivx ^alafte 
SDittten unter ben ©i^rren ; er iDU|te m rul^ig gu ftellen. lo 

„@bfer ©finig^ gndbigcr ©err !'' begonn er gu fpred^en ; 
,,gbel fcib Qi)x unb grog, t)on g^ren unb SBUrben ber erfte ; 
!Darum bitt' irf| t)on gu^, mid^ l^eute reditnc^ gu l^dren* 
Seinen treueren iDiener l)at Sure fttrftlidie ©nabe 
3e gefunben aU mtd^, ba« barf ic^ ful^nlid^ bcl^aupten. i5 

SSiele iDeig i(6 am ©ofe, bie mtd^ bariiber Derfolgen* 
Sure greunbfc^aft wiirb' irf| Derlicren, ttjofeme bie gtigen 
aWeiner geinbe, toie [te e« toftnf d^en, (Sud^ glaublit^ erfd^ienen; 
9lber gliictlid^erttjeife bebenft Q\)x jeglid^en SSortrag, 
©5rt ben ©ettagten fo gut ate ben ^Iftger; unb l^aben fie 

Dieted 20 

3Kir tm SRiidten gelogen, f o bleib' id^ rul^ig unb benle : 
3Keine Serene lennt Q^x genug, fie bringt mir SSerfoIgung." 

86 
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^@(i&tt)et9ctl" Dcr'cfetc bcr tonig ; «ce ^ilft fctn ©d^tottfecn 

unb ©c^mcid^eln, 
Sucr grcDel ift tout, unb Sud^ criuartct bie ©trafc. 
25§abt 3^l^r bctt gricbcn gcl^altett, ben ic^ ben lieren geboten? 
JDenid^ gefc^ttjoren? 5)a fte{)t ber^a^n! 3^r ^abti^m 

bie Sinber, 
fjolfdjer, Icibiger ©ieb ! etn« nad^ bem anbem entriffen* 
Unb wte lieb 3l)r mic^ tjabt, ba« tooUt Sf)x, gtoub' ic^, be* 

toeifen, 
SBenn ^l^r mein 2lnfel)n fc^mai)t unb meine !iDiener befd^ii* 

bigt. 
80 Seine ®ef unbl)eit Derlor ber arme ©inge ! ©le tongfam 
©irb ber i)ertt)unbete Sraun Don f einen ®cl)mergen genef en ! 
5lber ic^ fd^elt' guc^ nid()t »eiter. ©enn ^ier finb Slager bie 

aWenge, 
ajieic bett)iefene Il^aten, ^l^r ni5c^tet fdEiwerlid^ entlommen*'' 

„Sin id), gncibiger §err, beStoegen ftrafbar?" Derfeftte 
85 SReinele. ,,S'antt ic^ baoor, toenn Sraun mit blutiger ^(utte 
©ieber jurilcffe^rt ? SBagf er fic^ boifi unb tooflte Dermeffen 
SRiifteoiete §onig t)er jel^ren ; unb famen bie tolpif^en S3auem 
3l)m gu 8cibe, fo ift er \a ftarf unb ma^tig an ©liebem; 
©d^tugen unb fc^impften fie i^n, t\) er in« SBaffer gelommen, 
40 ^(itf er aid riiftiger aJiann bie ©i^anbe billig gerodjen. 
Utib menu ©inje, bcr Sater, ben i^ mit gl^ren em^jfangen, 
3lai) aSermfigen bewirtet, fic^ nic^t com ©tefjlen entljaften, 
Qn bie SSo^nung bed ^faffen, fo fe^r ic^ if|n treulic^ uer* 

toamte, 
@ic§ bet dlad)t gefc^lidf)en unb bort mad ilbeld erfal)ren: 
45 ^ab' id^ ©trafe t)erbienr, tDcil iene tl^oridjt get|anbelt ? 
Surer filrftlic^en fi'rone gcfdf)d^e bad tua^rlid^ gu nal|e ! 
J)ot^ 3^r mbget mit mir nadj gurem SBillen cerfat)ren 



38 Heinefe ^ttc^s. 

Unb, fo Har and) bie Soc^c fic^ gcigt, bcKcbig Dcrfilgcn, 
3Rag ed jum ^IvLticn, mag ed gum (Sc^aben auc^ immer ge» 

reic^en. 
©oU idi gefotten, gebraten, geblenbet ober ge^angen so 

2Bcrbcn obcr gettpfr, fo mag c^ ebcn gefc^ctjcn! 
Sllle finb loir in Surer ®elt)alt, Qi)x l)abt un^ in ©iinbcn. 
aJi(icl)tig f cib ^^r unb ftarf, wa^ wibcrftiinbc ber ® diwacftc ? 
SBoUt 3^r mic^ totcn, ba^ wUrbc fiirwa^r cin gcringer ©c* 

toinn fcin. 
^od) e« lommc, toad toil! ; id^ ftcl^c rcblid^ gu SRcd^tc." ss 

S5a bcgann ber SBibber ©efl^n : „Die 3^^ ift gelommen, 
gafet un« flagen !" Unb ^fegrim lam mit fcinen SSernjanbtcn^ 
^inge, ber Sater, unb Sraun, ber SSdx, unb liere ju (Sd^a* 

ren. 
aud^ ber gfel ®oIben)t)n fam unb gampe, ber ©a[e, 
SBaderlo^ lam, bad §Unbc^en, unb dit)n, bie SDogge, bie 3iege oo 
SKetfe, ©ermen, ber SSod, bagu bad gic^f)om, bie SBiefel 
Unb bad ©ermelin. Slucf) maren ber Dc^d unb bad $ferb 

nid^t 
Slugen geblteben; baneben erfa^ man bicJiere ber SBilbnid, 
Slid ben ©irf^ unb bad 5Re^ unb ©odert, ben 53iber, ben 

aWarber, 
!iDad i?antn^en, ben gber, unb atle brangten etnanber. 65 
S3artoIt, ber ©tord^, unb 2)iarlart, ber §a^er, unb Siitle, ber 

S'ranid^, 
Sloflctt ^erfiber; ed melbeten fic^ audj 2^t)bbfe, bie &itt, 
W)txb, bie ®CLn^, unb anbere mel^r mit i^ren 4Befd^tt)erbcn. 
penning, ber traurige ^al^n, mit feinen tt)enigen Sinbem 
^agte l^eftig; ed famen l^erbei ungfil^Iige aSi^gel to 

Unb ber 2:iere fo Diet, wer wttgte bie 3)?enge gu nennen? 
2Ute gingen bem gud^d gu 8eibe, fie ^offten, bie greDet 
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9lun iur ©pradic ju bringcn unb feinc ©trafe gu fetietu 
SSor ben SSnig brangteti fie [id^ tnit l^cftigcn SReben, 

75 ^duftcn Sfagcn auf ^lagcn, unb alf unb ncuc ©cfd^ic^tcn 
SStad)ttti fie t)or. 2Ban ^atte no^ nie an e i n e m Oeric^t^ 

tag 
SSor bed ftonigcd S^ron fo tjiele ©efcJinjerben get)(Jret. 
SReinefe ftanb unb wugte barauf gar liinftlic^ gu bienen : 
!Dettn ergriff er bad SBort, fo flog bie gierlicfie SRebe 

80 ©einer SntfcJiuIbigung tier, aid Mf ed lautere 2Bat|r^eit j 
2Wed tougf er beifcite gu le^nen unb atled gu ftellen* 
$orte man i^n, man tounberte firfi unb glaubf il^n tnt\i)VtU 

bigt, 
Qa, er ^atte noc^ iibriged SRec^t unb Dieted gu flaCien. 
Slber ed ftdnben gule(}t toa^r^aftige rebfid^e aJidnner 

86 Oegen SReinefen auf, bie ttJtber i^n geugtcn, unb alle 
©eine ^xtt)d f anben fic^ ftar. 3lnn wax ed gefc^e^en I 
!Denn im SRate bed gonigd mit e i n e r ©timme bef c^Io§ man : 
„9temele gucftd f el f^ulbig bed Jobed ! ©o foil man il)n 

fa^en, 
©oM if)n binben unb l^angen an feinem §atfe, bamit er 

flo ©eine f c^toeren 9Serbred)en mit f c^ma^Kd^em Sobe Derbiige*" 

^efet gab SReinefe felbft bad ©piel oerloren; ed l^atten 
©eine Hugen S33orte nur tt)enig ge^olfen. 5Der ^dntg 
©prad^ bad Urteil felber. ©a f tfimebte bem lof en 2Serbred^er, 
3lld fie i^n fingen unb banben, fein Hdglic^ed gnbe Dor Slugen. 

96 335ie nun na^ Urteit unb 9?ed^t gebunben 9?einele baftanb, 
©eine geinbe fic^ regten, gum 2:ob i^n eilenb gu fu^ren, 
©tanben bie greuube betroffen unb ujaren fdimergli^ befitav 

mert. 
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TlQxtia, bet 9lffe, tnit ©rimbart unb Dtelen aM Stemetend 

Ungcm ^Crten fie an ba« Urtcil unb traucrtcn attc 
3KcI)r, ate man bad^c. ©cnn SReincf c ttar bcr crftcn Saronen loo 
gincr unb ftanb nun cntfefet Don alien Sl^ren unb SBurben 
Unb jum ft^ntal^lit^en 2^obe t)erbamntt. SBie mu^te ber WxUid 
Seine SSermanbten en^joren I @ie nal^men alle gufammen 
Uriaub uom S^Bntge, rilumten ben $of, fo Diele fie waren, 

3lber bem Sonige marb ed DerbriegUc^^ bag i^n fo Dtele los 
atitter oerlieBen* g« geigte ftc^ nun bte SWenge SSnoanbten, 
Die fic^, mit SReineten^ job fe^r unjufriebcn, entfernten* 
Unb ber S5nig fprad) ju einem feiner aSertrauten : 
wgreilid^ ift 5Reinefe bo^^aft, allein man follte bebenlen, 
3Siele feiner SJerwanbten finb nid^t gu entbe^ren am ©ofe." no 

Slber Ofegrim, Sraun unb ©inje, ber Sater, fie niaren 
Um ben ©ebunbnen gefd^afttg, fie wollten bie fd)anblic^e 

©trafe, 
SBie e^ ber Sonig gebot, an il^rem ^einbe DoHjicl^en, 
giil^rten i^n ^aftig l^inau^ unb fal)cn ben ©algen Don feme. 
!Da bcgann ber Skater erboft gum SBoIfe gu fpred)cn: ns 

„^un bebentet, §err Ofegrim, tDO% xok Steinele bamate 
9lUc« tf)at unb betrieb, xoxt feinem §affe gelungen, 
guern ©ruber am ®algen gu fe^n. SBie gog er fo frol^lid^ 
2JHt il)m ^inau«! ^erfciumet if)m nid)t bie ©djulb gu 

bega^Ien. 
j Unb gebenf ct, §err Sraun, er ijat Sud) f c^anblid) Derraten, lao 
I @uc^ in SRUfteDiete §ofe bem groben, gornigen 3SoHe, 
SWdnnem unb SBeibern, treuto^ geliefert unb (gestagen unb 

Sunben 
Unb ber ©dianbe bagu, bie atterorten befannt ift 
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^ahtt a^t Uttb l^altet gufamtncti ! gntfttm' er un« l^cute, 
125 gdttntc fcin SBife i^n bcfrcin unb fcine Kftigcn 9tanlc, 
5RiemaI« iDitrb' un^ bic ©tunbc ber fiigen 9iacf)e bcfc^crt fcitu 
Sa^t uti« eilcn unb. rddjen, wa^ cr an alien t)erf djulbct I'' 

Ofegrim \pva(S): „^a^ ^elfcn bic SBortc? ®c)d)n)tnbc 

t)crfc^afft mir 
gincn tud^tigcn ©tricf; tt)ir toollen bic dual i^m t)cic* 

lurjcn." 
i8o5llfo fprac^cn fie tt)ibcr ben gud^^ unb gogcn bie ©tra^e* 

aber SRcinete l^Crte fie fdjtoeigenb ; hoi) enbli(^ begann er: 
w'iDa i^r fo graufam tnic^ fja^t unb tobtidie 5Ra^e bcgcl^ret, 
aiBiffet i^r bocf) lein Snbc ju finben! S33ic mu§ id^ mi^ 

tt)unbcm ! 
§inse tt)ii§te tt)ot)t 9?at gu cincm titd^tigen ©tride; 
185 Dcnn er l^at il|n gcpriif t, at« in bc^ ^faffen ©cl^aufung 
gr \i6) nad) aJidufen l^inablicg unb nidjt mit g^ren ba* 

t)on fam. 
3lber Sfegrim, 31)r, unb Sraun, il^r eilt ja gcmaltig, 
guren D^eim gnm Jobe ju bringen; if)r meint, c« gcKnge." 

Unb ber Sonig crl^ob fid) ntit alien §errcn be^ §ofe§, 
140 Urn ba$ Urteit DoUftrecfen ju fc^n; c« fd|lo6 an ben 3wg fic^ 

2luc^ bic Sbnigin an, Don i^rcn grauen begleitet; 

§intcr i^nen ftrCmte bie aKenge ber Slrmen unb 9?cid)en; 

SlIIc tt)Unfd^ten 5Reinefen« 2:ob unb wollten il)n fcl^cn. 

3fegrim fprac^ inbe« mit feincn 83crtt)anbten unb greunben 
145 Unb cmta^ncte fie, ja, f eft an einanbcr gefdjloffen, 

2luf ben gebunbcnctt gud)« cin toadjfam 2luge ju l^aben ; 

©enn fie fiird^tetcn imnter, ee mogte ber Stuge fid) retten. 

@einem ©eibe befal^l ber ?BoIf befonber«: ^Sei beinem 
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Scbcn ! ficl^c mir ju unb l)Uf ben Sbo\eroxi)t l^altcn ! 
ff dm' cr Io«, »ir iDiirbcn e« ailt gar fd(Tna^Itcl^ cmpfinbcn/ iso 
Unb gu Sranncn fagt' cr: „®ebcnlet, tt)ic cr gnd) l^o^ntc; 
aUe^ f5nnf 3^r i^m nun mit rcid^Itc^cn S^^\^^ bcgaljlctt* 
§in^)C ffettert unb foil un^ ben ©trid ha obcn befcftcn; 
§altet i^n unb ftcljet mir bci, ic^ rude bic Setter: 
^cnig aWinuten, fo f olf d um biefcn ©c^elmcn get^on fein !" 155 
Sraun t)crfe^te: „®tctlt nur bic gciter, ic^ mill il^n fd)on 

fatten." 

,,®el)t bod) I'' fagtc JRcincfc brauf, „toit feib il^r gef d^iifttg, 
guren Dl^eim gum lobe gu bringen ! 3^^ f otitet il^n el^er 
@d)ufeen unb fdjirmcn unb, mar' cr in 3lot, tud) feiner cr* 

barmen. 
®ernc bat' id) um ®nabe^ allein ttjad fount' ed mir ficlfcn ? leo 
2lber foil c^ nun iiber mid) gel^n, fo n)ollf id), c« tottrc 
S3atb get^an, So fam aud) mein SSater in fc^rcdlidjc 5R5ten, 
!Cod| am (Snbe ginq e^ gefd)H)inb. g^ beglcitetcn freilid) 
9?id)t fo oiele ben fterbenben 2Kann, ©oc^ molltct i^r langcr 
3Wid| loerfc^onen, e« mu^t' eud^ gewi^ gur @d)anbe gercic^en,*' les 
„§ort x\)x," fagtc ber Sdr, ,Mt tro^ig ber Sofctoid^t rcbct? 
Ommer, immer ^inauf 1 c« ift fein ©nbc gelommcn/ 

Stngftlid^ baijtt 9JeineIc nun: „£), mM)f xi) in biefcn 
(Sro^cn 9foten gefdjirinb ma^ glUdlid^ ^Jeuee erfinnen, 
!iDa^ ber Sfinig mir gnabig ba^ 8eben fc^enftc unb biefc ito 
©rimmigen geinbe, bic brei, in Sdfiaben unb (£d)anbc gc* 

rietcn ! 
8a^t und altc« bebenfen, unb l^clfe, toa^ l)elfcn fann ! benn 

l^icr 
®ilt e^ ben ^afe, bic 9^ot ift bringenb, icic foil id^ cnt*= 

Jommcn ? 
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airc« iibcl puft ftc§ auf mid)^ m gurnet ber iiontg, 
175 3Bctnc grcunbc [inb fort unb tncinc gcinbe getoaltig. 
©elten ^b' xij tt)a« ®utc« gct^an, bic ©tarfc be« Sonig^, 
©citicr 9idtc SScrftanb iDal^rtjoftig iDenig gcarfjtct. 
93iele6 I)ab' ic^ tjerfd^ulbct unb ^offte bennod^, mcin Ungliid 
SBicbcr gu ttjenbcn. ©clangc nitr'« nur, gum SBortc gu 

fontnten, 
©al^rlt^, fie l^tengen mid^ nic^t; id) laffe bie §offnung nid^t 
180 fal^ren." 

Unb er manbte barauf ftd^ t)on ber Setter gum SSoIfe, 
JRief : „Qi) fel^e ben JTob t)or meinen Slugen unb njerb' i^m 
^yiiijt entget)en. 9?ur bitt' xij tnij alle, fo t)iele mic^ ]^5ren, 
Um ein SBenige^ nur, betjor iij bie Srbe Derlaffe. 

185 Oerne mod)f id) Dor eucf) in atler 2Ba^rI)eit bie ©eid^te 
9?oc^ gum letjtenmal offentUcf) fprec^en unb reblid^ belennen 
2lHe« iXbet, ba« icf) getl)an, bamit nid^t ein anbrer 
gtwa biefe^ unb Jene^, tjon mir im ftillen begangnen 
Unbefannten 95erbredben« bereinft begid^tiget nierbe; 

190 (So Derpf id) gulefet nod^ manc^e^ Ubel, unb l^offen 
£antt id^, e« werbe mir'^ ®ott in alien Onaben gebenlen." 

aSiefe jammerte ba6. ®ie fprad^en untereinanber : 
rrfilein ift bie Sitte, gering nur bie grift !" ®ie baten ben 

^onig, 
Unb ber Sonig Derg5nnf e«. J)a tt)urb' e« SReinefen toieber 
195 @ttt)a« leidjter um« §erg, er l^offte gliidtlid^en 2lu«gang ; 
®Ieic^ benu^f er ben SRaum, ber il)m gegbnnt mar, unb fagte: 

„Spiritus Domini l^elfe mir nun! Qd) fel^e nid^t ein en 
ttnter ber jro^en ^Jerfammlung, ben id^ nidjt irgenb be* 

fc^abijt. 
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©rft, tc^ war xtod) ein Ilcincr, bo folgt' id^ xnchtcn ©cgterbcn 
Unter bic jungcn gammer unb 3i^9^^^ ^^^ ncben bcr §crbc aoo 
®ic^ tm grcien jerftrcutcn ; id) ^ortc bic bWfenbcti ©timmcn 
®ar gu gcrtic, ba liiftctc mic^ nac^ Iccfcrer ©pcifc, 
?crntc l^iirtig fie Icnneti. Sin 8ammcl)en big ic^ gu tobc, 
Sccftc ba« Slut, c« fd^mccftc mtr Wftli^ unb totctc iDcitcr 

SSicr ber jiingftcn 3^^9^^ ^^^ ^6 P^ ^^^ ^^*^ ^*^ fcrncr; aos 
©parte feine SSbgel, noc^ ©iil^ner, nod^ gnten unb ©anfe, 
SBo i(^ fie fanb, unb ^abe gar mand)e« tm ©anbe uergraben, 
©ad id^ gefd^Iadjtct unb wad mir ni^t aUed gu effen beliebte* 

!E)ann begegnef ed mir, in cinem SBinter am 5Rl|eine 
8emt' id^ 3fcgrim lennen, er lauerte Ijinter ben Saumen. 210 
®Ieic^ oerfic^ert' er mir, id) fei and feinem ®efd)Ied|te, 
Qa, er wugte mJr gar bie ®rabe bcr ©ippfc^aft am ginger 
SSorguredjnen. S^ lieg mir'd gefallen; wir fd^Ioffen ein 

«unbnid 
Unb gclobten einanber, aid treue ®efenen gu wanbem; 
Seiber foCf ic^ baburdft mir manc^ed iibet bereiten* «b 

SBir burcliftri^en gufammcn bad 8anb. !Da ftal^l cr bad 

©roge, 
©tal^l ic^ bad S'leine* SBad wir gewonnen, bad foUte gemein 

fein; 
5lber ed war ntc^t gemein, wie bitlig: er teifte nad^ 83?ilIIur; 
5Kiemald empfing id) bie §alfte* S^, ©d^limmered l^ab' ic^ 

erfa^ren, 
®enn er ein Safb fid^ geraubt, fic^ einen SBibber erbeutet, sso 
SBenn ic^ tm tiberflug fifeen il^n fanb, er eben bie ^^^9^/ 
grifd) gef^Iad^tet, t)erge^rte, ein ©odE il^m unter ben ^lauen 
Sag unb gappelte, grinff er mid^ an unb ftellte fid) gramlid^, 
Xrieb mic^ fnurrenb l^inweg: fo war mein SCeil i^m geblieben. 
^mmer gin^ ed mir fo, ed mod^te ber ^raten fo grog fein^ a» 
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ate cr iDoHtc. Sa, tocnn c« gefd^a^, bag loir in ©efcllfd^aft 
Sinen Dd^fcti gcfangeti, iDtr einc Slit) un^ gemonnen, 
®kxd) crfdjiencn fein SBeib unb fiebcn S'mber unb roarfen 
iibcr bie 55cutc fi^ l^er unb brangten mtc^ Ijinttx bie aWa^Igeit. 

880 flcine 9?tppc fotint' ii) criangcn, fie todxt benn gttn^Iid^ 
®Iatt unb troden genagt; ba^ foUtc mix alle« gefaUcn! 
Slber, ®ott fct gebanft, idE) litt be«»cgcn nid^t ©ungcr; 
^eimlid^ na^rf id) mid) tt)of)t Don mcincm i^crrlid^cn ©d^afec, 
9Son bcm Silbcr unb ®oIbc, ba« i6) an [id^crcr ©tattc 
^cimlid^ t)crtt)af)rc; beS f)ab' ic^ genug. g6 fd^afft mir toa^r^ 

235 l^aftig 

Qtfjn Icin S33agctt l^iniDeg, unb tDtnxi tx [icbcnmal fUl^rc.'' 

 

Unb c« l^ord^te bcr S'^nig, ba t)on bcm ©c^afec gcfagt toarb, 
Stcigtc fi(^ X)or uvh fprad^: ^SSon manncn ift cr ©ud| fommcn? 
©agct anl i6) mcinc ben <S>d)aii." Unb 5ReineIe fagte: 
,,!Diefe« ©el^eimni^ t)er^el)r ic^ gud) ni^t, tt)a« tonnf c« mir 
840 l^clfcn? 

©cnn ic^ nc^me ni6)t^ mit Don bie[en Wftti^cn ©ingen. 
9lbcr tote Ql)x bcfc^It, tt)ill ic^ gud) ailed ergal^Icn; 
!Denn ed mu§ nun einmal l^craud; um 8icbed unb Scibed 
aKod)f i^ toal^r^aftig bad groge ©cl^cimnid nid^t langer tjcr* 

l^c^Icn: 
^txvx bcr ©d^afe toax geftol^Ien* Sd l^attcn fi(^ tjicle uer*' 
245 fc^tDorcn^ 

(gttc^, ©err ^iinig, gu morben, unb murbe gur felbigen 

©tunbe 
9?id|t bcr @c§a|3 mit ^lugl^cit entmenbet, fo tear ed gcfd^cl^cn. 
SKcrfet cd, gnabiger ©err ! benn guer ?ebcn unb SBol^Ifa^rt 
©ing an bcm ©c^afe. Unb bag man il^n ftaf)I, bad brac^te 

benn leiber 
SWeinen cigencn SSater in groge 5Reten, ed brac^f i^n 



46 Hetnefe ;(n(^s. 

0rill^e jur traurtgen ^alftt, DteUeic^t iu eiDtgem ©c^abttt; 
abcr, ottilbtflcr §crr, ju gurctn SfJu^en gcfc^al^ ed I'' 

Unb bie ftOnigin ^orte beftiirjt bie gra^lic^e 9iebe, 
D06 Dcrwormc ®e^cimnid Don if)rc« ©cmaljlc^ grmorbutifl, 
S$OTi bem SSerrat, t)om @c^a^ unb xoa^ er ailed gefproc^en. 255 
nOfif t>tTma\)xC guc^, 91cinclc," ricf fie, ,,bebenlet ! Die langc 
©eimfa^rt ftel^t gu^ beDor, cntlabct reuig bie @eele; 
@aget bie lautere SBatir^eit unb rebet mir beutlid^ Dom 

aWorbe/ 
Unb ber ilonig fe^te ^inju: „@in ieglid^cr fdiweige ! 
9?einele tomme nun mieber I}erab unb trete mir nd^er; 260 
©enn ed betrifft bie ©at^c mid^ felbft, bamit ic^ fie l^orc." 

{Reineic, ber ed Derna^m, ftanb tt)ieber getroftet, bie Sciter 
iStieg er gum grogen 9Serbru§ ber geinblic^geiinnten ^erunter; 
Unb er na^te fu^ gleid^ bem ^onig unb feiner Oema^lin, 
£)ie i^n eifrig befragten, tt)ie biefe ®e[d^id^te begegnet« 266 

!Da bereitef er [x6) gu neuen gemaltigen Siigen. 
„Jf5nnf id) be« £i)nige« §ulb unb feiner ©emal^Iin/ fo 

bac^f er, 
,,8Bieber gewinnen, unb Knnte jugleid^ bie Sift mir gelingen, 
$Da6 id) bie geinbe, bie mic^ bem Zot> entgegengefit^ret, 
©elbft Derbilrbe, bad rcttete mi^ aud alien ©efa^ren. aro 

©ic^er wore mir bad ein unerwarteter SSorteiL 
8lber i^ fel^e f(f)on, 8iigcn bebarf ed unb ttber bie SKagen." 

Ungebulbig befragte bie ^onigin 9ieinelen njeiter: 
,,8affet und beutlic^ bernel^mcn, vok biefe ©ad^e befdiaffen! 
©aget bie 2Bat)r^eit, bebenft bad @eu)iffen, entlabet bie 

©eele 1" 875 

JReinele fagte barauf : „Q^ tt)ill eud^ gerne beric^ten. 
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©tcrbcn tnu§ id) nun tt)ot|l: c« ift lein SDlittel bagcgcn- 
®oHf ic^ tneinc ©ccic belabcn am Snbe bed Scbcnd, 
giDigc ©trafen Dertoirfcn, t^ xodxt tl^orid^t flcfianbclt, 
880 ^geffcr ift cd, ba§ ic^ bcfennc; itnb mufe ic^ bann leibcr 
aKetnc licbctt SSermanbtcn unb mcinc grcunbe Dcrllagcn, 
3ld), toad latttt tc^ bafiir? cd brof)cn bic Qualen bcr ^iJUc." 

Unb e« tt)ar bem Sotiigc fc^on bci bicfcn ®t\px'di)tn 
©d^tocr gctoorbcti umd ©erj. gr fagtc: „®pri(^ft bu bie 

SBa^r^eit?" 
285 35a Dcrfcfetc SRcmeIc brauf tnit Dcrftclltcr ©ebdrbc: 

„rS^tilii) bin id) ein fUnbiger SWenfc^; hoi) xtV id) bic S23a]^rl)cit. 
Sonnf cd mir nu^cn, wcnn id) dud) Ibgc? J)a tt)iirb' id) mid) 

fclbcr 
gtoig Dcrbamtncn. S^x toi^t ja nun wol)I, fo ift cd bcfc^Ioff en- 
©tcrben tnu^ id^, icf| fcl)c ben Job unb werbe nid^t liigcn; 
290 !j)enn ed !ann mir nid^t ®ofe« noc^ ®uted jur §ilfe gebeil^en/' 
©ebenb fagte SReinele bad unb fd^ien gu tjergagen. 

Unb bie S'onigtn fprad^ : „5KicI| jammcrt feinc Seflemmung ! 
©el^et i\)n gnabcnreic^ an, id) bitf guc^, mein §err ! unb 

cmilget: 
JKan^ed Un^eit toenben tt)ir ab nac^ feinem Setenntnid* 
aw ga^t und je ei)er jf Ueber ben ®runb ber ®efcl|id^te t)ernel)men. 
©eipet icglidjen fd^roeigen unb la^t il^n fiffcntlit^ fpredjen." 

Unb ber ffonig gebot, ba fc^toieg bie gauge SSerfammlung; 
3lber 9teinetc fprad): ,,SeIiebt ed gud^, gnfibiger ^5nig; 
©0 Derne^met, road id) Qud) fage. ®efdt)ie^t aud^ mein 

3Sortrag 
aooOl^ne Srief unb papier, fo foil er bod) treu unb genau fein; 
(Jfl^r erfa^rt bie SSerfd^roorung, unb niemanbd beuF ic^ gu 

f(^onen/' 
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5fhin Dcmc^mct bic gift, unb xok bcr gud|« fw^ gcwcnbct, 
©cine grcDcI wicbcr gu bccfcn unb anbcm gu fc^abcn. 
«obenIofe gUgcii crfann cr, bcf^impftc ben 93atcr 
Scnfeit bcr ©rube, bcfdiwcrtc ben S)acf|« mit gro|er SSer* 

tcumbung, 
©einen reblid^ften greunb, ber i^m beftSnbig gebienet. 5 

©0 eriaubt' er ficfj alte«, bamit er feiner grad^Iung 
©lauben fc^affte, bamit er an feincn aSerflagcrn fid^ rSc^te. 

„3D?cin §err 95ater/' fagf er barauf, ^mx fo glttdlid^ ge- 

gett)efen, 
ffSnig emmrid^^, bee SDJad^tigen, ©t^afe auf Derborgenen 

SBegcn 
gtnft gn cntbeden; bod^ bra^f i^m ber gunb gor toenigen 

9?ufeen. 10 

!Cettn er Uber^ub fid^ be6 gro^en 3Semi5gen6 unb f(^afete 
©eine^gleid^en Don nun an nid^t me\)x, unb feine ©efellen 
ad^tef er me! gu gering; er fucf|te ftc^ l^o^ere greunbe. 
§inge, ben ffiater, fenbet' er ab in bie milben Slrbennen, 
^raun, ben S3aren, gu fuc^en, bem f oHf er Sreuc berfprecfien, 15 
©oDf i^n laben, nac^ glanbem gu lommen unb tonig gu 

irerben* 

Site nun 59raun bad ©cfireiben gelefen, erfrcut' e6 i^n 

l^erglic^: 

48 
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ttnt)crbroffcn unb Itil^tt bcgab cr fic^ ciKg nad^ glonbem; 

SDcnn cr l^attc fc^on langc fo toad in Ocbanfcn gctragen. 
«o SKcinctt aSatcr f anb cr baf clbft, bcr f al) il)tt tnit grcubcn, 

©cnbcte fllcic^ nad^ 3f^9ri^ ou6 unb nac^ Orimbart, bcm 

SBcifcn, 

Unb bic Dicr Dcrl^anbcltcn bann bic ©ac^c gufantmcn; 

!Dod^ bcr fiinftc babci toar $tnjc, bcr Satcr., gin liDorfc^cn 

yicgt allbo, toirb Sftc gcnannt, unb grabc ba toar c^, 
25 3»ifc^cn 3ftc unb ®cnt, too fie gufammcn gc^anbclt 

ginc lange, buftcre 9?acf|t Dcrbarg bic SScrfammlung; 

5Ri(^t mit ®ott ! cd l^attc bcr 2:cuf cl, c6 l^attc mcin SSatcr 

(Sic in fcincr ©ctoalt ntit fcincm Icibigcn ®olbc. 

©ic befc^Ioffen bc6 Sonigcd Sob, bcfc^touren jufammcn 
80 Soften, ctoigen ®unb, unb alf o f c^tourcn bic giinf c 

©iimtlic^ auf Ofcgrimd §aupt: fie tooHtcn Sraunen, ben 

Sd'dxtn, 

@ic^ gum £5nigc todt)Ien unb auf bcm <Stul)Ic gu Sadden 

SDKt bcr golbcncn Stone bad SRcic^ il)m fcftlic^ t)crfid^cm. 

SBoHtc nun aud^ Don bed Sonigcd tJrcunbcn unb feinen 9Scr^ 

toanbten 
86 Semanb bagegcn fid^ fe^cn, ben foDtc ntcin SSatcr bercben 

Dber beftcc^en unb, ginge bad nic^t, foglcic^ i^n Derjacjen. 

Dad bclam ic^ gu toiffen; benn ©rimbart l^attc fid^ einmal 

3Korgend luftig gctrunfen unb toar gefprad^ig gctoorben; 

©cinem SBcibe Derfd^toafjte bcr Jl^or bic ^cimlic^fcit aOc, 
4o8cgtc ©cfitocigcn it)r auf; ba, glaubt' cr, tottre gc^olfen. 

©ic begegncte brauf balb meinent ©eibe, bic mu^f i^r 

2)cr brei S'onige Seamen jum fcierlid^en ©elSbbe 

5Wcnncn, gl^r' unb Ireue tjerpfcinben, um gicbed unb geibed 

SWicmanb ein SBortc^cn gu fagen, unb fo entbedtf fie ilftr atlcd* 
45 gbenfotocnig f^at and) ntcin SSJcib bad SScrfprcc^cn ge^altcn: 

iDemt fobolb fie midd fanb, crjal^Itc fie, toad fie oernommen^ 
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®ab tntr cm 2D?crhnoI baju, tt)oran x6) bic Sal^r^cit bcr 9?cbc 
Setd^t erfennte; boif toax mtr baburd^ nut fc^Ittnmer ge^ 

fc^c^en. 
3^c§ ermncrtc tnic^ bcr ijrefcfic, bcrcn ©equate 
©t« gu ben Dl^rett bed ©erm itn ©immel cnblic^ gclongtc. so 
Sinen ^fintg iponten fie ^aben unb tootlten im S^axtit 
gebctt, nac^bcm [ie bef grei^eit in alien 8anben genoffen. 
Da erl)orte fie ®ott unb fanbte ben ©torc^, ber beftftnbig 
©ie Dcrfolgct unb ^a^t unb leinen gricben getofi^ret. 
Dl)ne ®nabe bel^anbelt er fie; nun flagen bie 2:^oren, 86 

Slber leiber ju fpat: benn nun begmingt fie ber Kdnig.** 

9Jeine!e rebete laut gur gangen 3Serfantntlung, e« l^flrten 
2lUe Jtere fein SBort, unb fo tjerfolgf er bie SRebe: 
„®t\)t, fiir alle fttrd|tef id) ba6. ©o tt)cir' e« geroorben. 
§err, id^ forgte fiir guc^ unb ^offte beffre Selo^nung, eo 

53raune« SRanle finb mir belannt, fein tUdifdie^ SBefen, 
aWand^e iKiffet^at and) Don if)ni; id^ beforgte ba^ ©c^Iinttnftc. 
SBiirb' er ©err, fo tt)clren tt)ir alle gufammen uerborben* 
Unfer ^onig ift ebel geboren unb ma^tig unb gncibig, 
'^aifV id) im ftillen bei mir; e^ war' ein trauriger SBed^fel, 66 
ginen Sttren unb tCIpift^en 2:augeni(^t fo gu er^o^en^ 
gtlid^e SBoc^en faun id^ bariiber unb fud^f e« gu ^inbem. 

„%Vii) Dor atlem begriff x6) ed tool^I, bel^ielte mein SSater 
©einen ©d^afe in ber §anb, fo brftdfit' er Diele gufammen, 
©idler gemann' er ba^ ©piel, unb tt)ir t)erI5ren ben ^Onig. to 
SDleine ©orge ging nun ba^in, ben Drt gu entbedfen, 
SBo ber ®6)aii \x6) befdnbe, bamit ic^ i^n l^eimlid^ trd* 

fii^rte. 
3og mein SSater in^ gelb, ber alte, liftige, lief er 
3la6) bem SBalbe bei 2^ag ober 9Jal,t, in groft ober ©i^^ 



„Va evblidf iA) ^cn Pater am- eiiier Sitic fic^ frfileii^en." 
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Sflix^' obcr Srodtic, fo toat id) ba^inter unb fptirtc ben 
75 ®ang au«. 

„©ttmal lag it^ Deftedt in bcr grbc mtt ©orgcti unb 

©innett, 
2Bic id) cntbedtc ben ®d)at}, Don bcm mir fo mcte^ be* 

lannt war. 
!I)a erblidt' id) ben 3Sater aM einer 9?ifee fid^ fc^Ieid^en, 
3n)ifc^en ben ©teinen tarn er \)tx\)ov unb ftieg au« ber S:iefe. 
©till unb uerborgcn l^ielt xi) miti) ha; er glaubte fid) ein^ 

80 fam, 

®(^aute fic^ iiberall nm, unb ate er niemanb bemerfte 
3la\) ober fern, begann er fein ©piel, il^r foHt e« Demel^nien. 
aSieber mit ®anbe t)erftopft' er ba^ 2o6) unb nju|te ge* 

fc^icfli^ 
SKit bent Ubrigen Soben e^ gleid) 3U madden. 2)a« fonnte, 
2Ber nid^t gufal), unmdgli^ erfennen. Unb el) er t)on 

85 bannen 

Sajanberte, tt)u|f er ben ^fa<5, mo feine gUge geftanben, 
tlber unb Uber gefc^idft mit feinem Sc^wange ju ftreid^en 
Unb Deriott^Ite bie (Spur mit feinem aWunbe. !i)a^ lemf id^ 
3^ene« 2!age^ guerft Don meinem liftigen SSater, 
Der in 9tanlen unb ©c^ioanfen unb alien ©treic^en gewanbt 

90 n^ar. 

Unb fo eilf er l)intt)eg na^ feinem ©eioerbe. !Da fann id^, 
Ob fid^ ber l^errlic^e ©c^afe wo^I in ber 3ial^e befanbe. 
gilig trat id^ ^erbei unb fd^ritt gum SBerfe; bie 5Ri^e 
©atf i^ in meniger ^dt mit meinen ^foten eroffnet, 

» «rod^ begierig ^inein. 5Da fanb id) t5ftlid^e ©ac^en, 
geine« ©ilberig genug unb roten ®olbe« ! SBa^rt)aftig, 
Slu(^ ber (iltefte l^ier ^at nie fo Diele^ gefe^en, 
Unb id) mad^te mic^ bran mit meinem SBeibe; loir trugen, 
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(SdjUtppttn bet Xa^ unb bet yiai)i; un^ fe^Itett barren unb 

SBagen, 
SStele SRii^e foftef e9 und unb tnattc^e ^efditDernid. loo 

SireuUc^ ^iett t^rau @nnelt)n qu^ ; f o fatten tDir enblid^ 
S)te ^letnobe ^iniDeg ju einer (Stdtte getragett/ 
!Cie un« gelegetier fcf|ten, O^ibcffen l^iclt fic^ tneitt SSater 
ZiSiilidf mtt ieneti 3u|amtnett, bte utifertt Jlottig Derrteten. 
SBa9 fie befc^Ioffen, ha^ iperbet t^r ^dren unb n)erbet er« 

fc^reden. 105 

„©raun unb 3^9^^ fanbten fofort in manege ^roDinjen 
Dffene Srtefe, bic ©olbner gu loden: fie foUten gu ©aufen 
©lig lommen, ed molle fie ^roun mit Dienften Derfe^en, 
ajttlbe xooW er fogar t)orau« bie ©Clbner begal^ten. 
!0a burc^ftrid^ tnein SSater bie Scinber unb geigte bie ©riefe, no 
®eine« ©c^afte^ getoig; ber, glaubt' cr, Kge geborgen. 
9lber ed toax nun gefd^el^n, er ^citte mit alien ©efeQeU/ 
®Vidif er and) noc^ fo genau, ni(^t einen pfennig gefunben. 

„fteine Seniit^ung liefe er fid^ reun; fo njar er betjenbe 
3tt)if(^en ber gib' unb betn {R^eine burc^ alle Siinber gclaufen, 115 
ajiandien ©Mbner l^at er gefunben unb ntand^en genjonnen. 
^rdftigen 5Wacl^bru(l foUte ba« ®elb ben SBorten Derlci^en. 

rrSnblic^ latn ber ©otnnier in« 8anb; gu f einen ©efellen 
ftel)rte tnein SSater guriid* ©a ^att' er t)on Sorgen unb 

gtoten 
Unb Don angft gu ergS^Ien, befonber^, n)ie er beinal^e 120 

3Sor ben liol^en Surgen in ©ac^fen fein 8eben Derloren, 
SBo i^n ^d^tx tnit ^ferben unb ^unben atttaglid^ Derfolgten, 
!J)a6 er htapp unb mit 9iot mit ^eitem ^elge baDon !om. 

rriJreubig geigf er barauf ben Dier SSerriitern bie 8ifte, 
Seiche ©efeUen er ade mit ®oIb uttb S3erf))red^en gen?onnen* i^s 
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Sraunctt erfreutc bie Sotfc^aft; c« lafcn bic giinfc gufatm 

men; 
Uttb c6 l^ic§: ,,3^^^!^^^^^!^^ ^Jon ^f^flritti^ lu^neti 3Jer* 

toanbten 
aScrbcn fomtnen mit offeticn Wdvitxn uttb fptfttflcti 3*^^^^/ 
gerticr bic S'atcr uttb Sdrctt fittb allc fUr Srauttcn getDonticti; 
Seber SSielfrag uttb I)ad|« au^ @arf|fctt unb SEprittflcn fteUt 

!Dod^ tnatt folle fid^ il^tieti gu ber Scbittgutig tocrbfatbctt, 
©ittctt aWotiat bc« ©olbc^ tjoraud 3U gal^Ictt; fie iPoCtett 
Sine bagegcti ttiit SUiac^t beitn erften ®ebote ftc^ ftellett.'' 
®ott fei eiDig gebatitt, bag ic^ bie ^lane gel^ittbert I 



135 ,,jDettn tia^bctit er ttutt alle^ beforgt, fo eiltc tneitt Sater 
ilber ge(b unb itjollte ben ©d^a^} aud) ttjieber befd^auen. 
©a ging erft bie 4BeIUnimerni« an; ba grub er unb fud^tc, 
350^^ je Idnger er fd)arrte, je ttjeniger fanb er. 25ergeben« 
SBar bie 3KU^e, bie er fid) gab, unb feine SJerjnjctflung; 

140 J5enn ber ©^a^ ttjar fort, er fount' il)n nirgenb entbedten • 
Unb Dor Srger unb ®d|ani — tt)ie fcfiredtlic^ qudit bie grinn^ 

rung 
3Kid^ bei S^ag unb bet 9?ad^t I — erpngte ntein SSater fid^ 

felber, 

,,5lHe^ bae I|ab' id^ gett)an, bie bofe X\)at gu Derl^inbem. 
iibel gerdt e« mir nun : jebod^ e^ foil tnid) nid^t reuen. 
145 3fegrini aber unb Sraun, bie gefrdgigen, fifeen atn ndd^ften 
53ei betn Sbnig gu 9tat. Unb, SReinefe, tt)ie bir bagegen, 
2lnner SDZann, je^t gebanft iDirb, bag bu ben leiblic^en 2Jater 
^ingegeben, ben S*8nig gu retten I SBo finb fie gu finben, 
Die fi^ fclber t)erberben, nur Su^ ba« 8eben gu friften?* 
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ftOtiig unb Sbtiigin tfatten inbed, ben ®(^a^ }u getDitmen, iso 
®roge ^egierbe oefit^lt; fie traten feittoiirtd unb riefen 
{Rcmefen^ t^ti befonbcr^ ju fpre(^en, unb fragten beljenbe: 
„®aget an, wo l^abt 3^r ben @(^atj ? 3Bir mSc^ten c« iPtffen." 
9iemefe lieg fiti^ bogegen t)emet|men: ^^Sad fimnt' ed mir 

^elfen, 
3eigf Id^ bie l^errlid^en ®ilter bem SCnigc, ber mid) Derurteilt ? isb 
©loubet er mcinen geinben boc^ mel^r, ben !Dieben unb 

SDJ5rbem, 
!Cte Sttc^ mit 8ttgen befd^weren, ntein geben mir abguge* 

ttjinncn." 

„?Wein,'' Derfefete bie ff5ntgin, „nein! fo foil e^ nicf|t loerben ! 
Seben tt^t Suc^ mein ^ttx, unb ba« SJergongne oergigt er; 
(Sr bejtoingt fic^ unb jiimet nid^t nte^r, ©oc^ moget 3^r 

funftig 160 

ftluger ^anbeln unb treu unb gew8rtig bem flCnige bleiben." 

9{etnele fagte: „®niibige t^au, t)erm5get ben SOntg, 
SRir 2U getoben Dor (Sni), bag er mtd^ wieber begnabtgt, 
!Da6 er mir alle 3Serbrec^en unb ©c^ulben unb alle ben Unmut, 
!Den ii) i^m leiber erregt, auf feine ffieife gebenfet, i^ 

©0 befifcct getoig in unfem ^^iten fein ^finig 
©old^cn JReid^tum, aid er burd^ meine Serene gewinnet; 
®ro§ ift ber®c^aft; ic^ jeige ben Drt, 3t)r werbet erftaunen." 

„®Iaubet i^m nic^t/ Detfeftte ber Sonig; ;,bod^ »enn er 

Don ©tel^Ien, 
giigen unb SRauben erjttf|It, bad m5get Q^x allenfalfe glauben; ito 
!Denn ein grfigerer Silgner ift wal^rlic^ niemate gewefen." 

Unb bie ffanigin f^jrac^: ^gitrtoa^r, fein bid^eriged gebcii 
©at i^m toenig SSertrauen erioorben; bod^ itp bebenlet. 
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©cincn Df)cim, ben !lDac^«, unb f etnen cigncn SSatcr > 
175 §at cr bie^mal bejid^tigt unb i^rc gret)el tjcrf Unbigt. 
©oUf er, f fonnf cr fie fd^oncn unb fonnte Don anbcren 

Jicrcn 
©old^c ©cfc^id^tcn erjiil^Ien; er ttjirb fo t^5rtd)t mijt lugcn." 

„SIKcinct 3^r f o ?" Derfctjtc bcr ff «nig, „unb benit ^\)x, c« 

ttjdrc 
SBirHid^ gum bcftcn gcraten, ba§ nic^t ein grCgcrc^ iibcl 
180 S)rau^ cntftiinbe, fo xoxW \i) t9> tl^un unb biefc 3Scrbrccf)cn 
JReincIenS ubcr mic^ nel)nicn unb feinc Derwunbetc ©ac^c. 
ginmal trau' id^, jum Ic^tenntal nod;; ba« mag cr bcbcntcn! 
©enn \6) \ijXo^x' e« i^m ju, bei meincr ffironc ! wof em er 
Siinftig frcDcIt unb lUgt, e« foil i^n cioig gercucn; 
185 3ine«, ttjiir' e« il^m nur t)crtt)anbt im ge^cnten ®rabe, 
SBcr fie au(^ wttren, fie follcn'd cntgelten, unb feiner cntgcl^t 

mir, 
©oUcn in Unglild unb ©c^mo^ unb fd^ioere ^rogcffe gcraten !'' 

TO nun 5Rcinefc fal), loie fd^nell fic^ bc6 ^finig^ ©cbanfen 
SBenbeten, fagf er ein §erg unb fagte: ^SoIIt' ic^ fo t^iJric^t 
i9o§anbe(n, gnabiger §err, unb gud^ ©efc^id^ten ergal^lcn, 
J)cren SBal^rl^eit fic^ nid&t in tocnig S^agen bewief e ?" 

Unb ber ^5nig glaubte ben SBorten, unb aCe« Dergab er, 
grft bc^ aSater^ aSerrat, bann 9teinelen« eigne aScrbrcd^cn* 
Ubcr bie SKa^en f rente fic^ ber; gur glUdlic^en ©tunbe 
195 2Bar er ber geinbc ©cioalt unb f einem SScrl^angni^ cntromtcn* 

„®Ier il5nig/ gnftbiger §err!'' begann cr gu f^irccficn, 
„9K5gc Oott ©udj alle^ oergelten unb (Surer ®emal)Iin, 
aSa^ 31^r an mir UnmUrbigcm tfjut ; id& ttjill e^ gcbenfen, 
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Unb \di totxht mid) tmtner gar ^dfixd) banlbar erjeigen. 
!Detin ed lebet gemig in alien Sanben unb 9{eic^en 200 

SRicmanb untcr bcr Sonne, bem id) bie l^errlit^en Sr^afee 
Sieber gdnnte, benn tbtn tmS) beiben. Sad ^abt i^r 

md)t aUed 
9J2tr fiir ®nabe ben)iefen ! S>agegen geb' i(^ eud^ iDillig 
Sdntg @mmertc^6 @c^a^, fo tt)ie t^n biefer befeffen. 
SBo er liegt, befc^reib' i(^ euc^ nun, ic^ fage bie SSSal^rtieit. sos 
§8ret ! 3^ni Cften uon glanbern ift eine SBUftc, barinnen 
Cicgt ein einjelner SSvL\d), l^ei^t ^ufterlo, merlet ben 5Ramen ! 
!£)ann ift ein Srunn, bet jtrelelbom l^ei^t, i^r loerbet t>tx^ 

ftcl^en, 
Seibe nid^t totit oudeinanber. Sd fontmt in felbige ©egenb 
SBeber SBeib noc^ SWann im ganjen 3^a^re. ©a too^net 210 
9hir bie (SuV unb ber @(^ut)u, unb bort begrub ic^ bie 

@(^d^e. 
ffrelelbom ^eift bie (Stiitte, bad merfet unb nit^et bad 

3eic^en. 
®e^et felber ba^in mxt (Surer ©cmal^Iin ; ed ttjSre 
5Kientanb fi^er gcnug, urn i^n aid Soten ju fenben, 
Unb ber ®c^abe tocire gu gro^; id) barf ed nid^t raten. 215 

(Setter mitgt i^r ba^iu- 53ci Srefelbom gel^t Q\)x uoruber, 
(gel^t gtoei Junge ©irien ^emad^ unb merlet ! bie einc 
©tel^t ni^t toeit Don bem Srunnen; fo gel)t nun, gndbiger 

Sfinig, 
®rab auf bie ^irfen lod, benn brunter liegen bie ©d^a^. 
Sratjt unb fc^arret nur ju; erft finbet ^l^r SUiood an ben 
1 aSurjeIn, 220 

!J)ann entbedft ^l^r fogleid^ bie aHerreic^ften ©efc^meibe, 
©often, fiinftlid) unb fc^5n, auc^ finbet 3I|r (gmmeric^d Srone; 
SBiire ht^ S3dren SBiUe gef c^cl^n, ber f ollte fie tragen, 
aJiand^en 3^^^^^ f^^^ d¥ ^^'^^^ wnb gbelgefteine, 
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©olimed jtimftoerf ; man mad^t ed tiic^t me^r, totx looKf e9 
286 bcioJ^Ien ? 

©el^ct 3^^r oHc ba« ©ut, o pabtgcr ftOtiig, bcifamtncn, 
Qa, xd) bin c^ g^^ife/ S^^ htnttt meincr fat (gl)rcn- 
«9?cincle, rcblid^er t5u(]^« !" fo betilt Sir, „bcr bu fo fiafltit^ 
Utitcr ba^ 3Wood bic ©c^atjc gegraben, o m5g' e« bir Imtncr, 
SBo bu audi fcmmagft, glildlicl^ crgcl^n!" ®o fagtc bcr 

Unb ber j{5ntg Derfe^te barouf : ^^l^r mUgt m\i) begleiten; 
©cTmn)iett)ifltc^ aOcfaibicStcUc trcffen? 3(^ l^abc 
SBol^I Don Slad^en ge^Srt, tote aud^ Don SUbed unb ^OUen 
Unb Don ^ari«; bod^ ©ilftcrlo ]^5rt' t(^ im gcbcn nit^t cinrnol 
885 92ennen, ebenfomenig a(d ^efelbom; foUf id^ nid^t fftrd^ten. 
Dag bu une toicbcr bcliigft unb folt^c 5Wanicn crbid^teft?'' 

9ietnele ^Srte nid^t gem be^ fiOnigd beb&c^tige 9iebe, 
@|)rac^: „@o koeif i^ @U(^ boc^ nic^t fern Don l^innen, ate 

^(ittet 
O^t am 3orban gu fuc^en. ffiie fd|ten' ic^ gud^ jefto Der* 

biiditig? 
240 3lci6)\i, id) bleibc babei, tft alle^ in glanbem ju pnben. 
8a§t un« einige fragen; e« mag e« em anbrer Derfic^em. 
firefelbom ! ©iifterto ! fagt' id), unb olfo l^eigcn bie Seamen." 
Sampen rief er barauf, unb Santpe gauberte bebenb. 
{Reinele rief: „®o !ommt nur getroft, ber ^dntg bege^rt gud^, 
mn, Q\)v foUt bei gib unb bei ^flic^t, bie S\)x neulic^ 
846 geleiftet^ 

Sa^r^aft reben; fo geiget benn an, ttjofem 3^r e^ ttjiffet, 
®agt, too ©uflerlo liegt unb Stelelbom? Caffet und l^iixtn.** 

Sampe \}pxai^ : „Dad lann ic^ mo^I fagen. gd liegt fat ber 

98Ufte 
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^cfclbom nal^e bei ^^\tttlo. §ttfterIo ticnncn bie Scute 
3fcnctt ffluf(^, tt)o Simonct latigc, bcr Srutnmc, fid^ aufl^tclt, sm 
golfc^c SDWhigc gu fdilagcTi mit fcincn ocrwcpen ©cfcKcn- 
3JicIc« l^ab' i^ bafclbft Don groft unb ©ungcr gclitten, 
©cTitt ic^ Dor SR^ttcn, bctn §unb, in grogcn 5Rbten gcpc^tct" 
SReittcIc fagtc barauf : „3^l^r Mttnt @ud^ untcr bic atibcm 
ffiicber ftcttcn ; 3^r babct ben ffbnig getiugfam beric^tet." 286 
Unb ber Sdnig f agte ju SReinef en : „®eib mir gufriebcn, 
!Da6 ic^ ^aftig gctoefen unb gure ffiorte bejiueifelt; 
2lber fe^ct nnn in, mxi) an bie @teUe gu bringen." 

Steinefe \pxad): „3Bte fc^d^f id^ mid^ gtttdlid^, gegiemt ed 

mir I)eute, 
SWit bem S5nig gu gel^n unb il)m nac^ glanbem gu f olgen ; aeo 
Slber e^ mttgf guc^ gur ©tinbe gcreid)en. ®o [el^r ic^ mtd^ 

fd^ame, 
3D?u§ e« l^eraud, ttJie gem id) e« and^ nod) tanger oerfd^iotege. 
^ffegrim lie^ oor einiger ^dt gum aWiJndie fic^ n)eil)en, 
3tt)ar nid^t etwa bem §erm gu bienen, er biente bem SKogen, 
3el^rte ba6 Stofter faft auf ; man reid|t' i^m f&r fed^fe gu effen, aes 
8lIIe« war tl)m gu loenig; er ftagte mir §unger unb ^mmer; 
enblic^ erbarmef e« mx6), al« id| il^n mager unb frani f al|, 
©alf tl^m treuftd^ bauon, er ift mein noijtx SJerwanbter, 
Unb nun ^ab' id^ barum ben Sann be^ ^opfte^ Derfd^ulbet, 
aKod^te nun ol^nc SSergug, mit Surem 95?iffen unb aBillen, 270 
SKeine ©eele beraten utU) morgen mit Slufgang ber (Sonne, 
©nab' unb Slblag gu fud^en, nad) $Rom mic^ aU *ipilgcr begeben 
Unb oon bannen itber ba« aJieer; fo loerben bie ©ilnben 
Wit oon mir genommen, unb fel^r' id^ ttjieber md) ©aufc, 
Darf id^ mit g^rcn ntbtn Sud) gcl^n. !J)od^ tl^ftf id^ e^ l^eute, 375 
aSitrbe jeglid^er fagen : „2Bie treibt e« jefeo ber Sdnig 
SJBicber mit 5Reinefen, ben er oor furgem gum lobe derurteilt 
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Unb ber ilber bad aOed im :a3ann bed ^opfted Derftridt tft!" 
©nSbigcr §crr, 3?^r fcl^t ed tool^I em, tt)ir laffen cd lieber." 

„2Ba]^r/' Derfefete ber ^tJtitg borauf- rr®a« lotmf tc^ nid^t 
280 ttiffeti. 

©ift btt tm ©anne, fo to'if mtf « ein SSortturf, iiSf mlt mir 

ju fUl^ren* 
Sampe fann mtc^ ober ein anbrer gum SSoxnt begleiten. 
Slber, SReinefe, bo§ bu Dom Sanne bic^ fud^ft gu befreieti, 
ginb' id^ niifelid^ unb gut* 3^c^ gebe btr gnabigen Uriaub, 
286 3Korgen beijeiten gu ge^n; ii) toiH bie SBallfal^rt nid^t ^inbern. 
!iDenn mir fd^eint, 3^^ ^^Q^ ^4 belel^ren t)om ^Sfen gum 

@uten. 
®ott gefegne ben SBorfa^ unb laff Suc^ bie 9{eife t)oQ« 

bringen I'' * 



NOTES. 



He who would read, and still understand this old apologue, must 
apply to Goethe, whose version, for poetical use, we have found in- 
finitely the best; like some copy of an ancient, be-dimiAed, half-ob- 
literated woodcut, but new done on steel, on India paper, and with 
all manner of gleeful yet appropriate appendages. — Carlyle. 
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NOTES. 



CANTO I. 

!♦ ^ftngftett, Whitsuntide. Whitsunday or Pentecost Sunday is 
the seventh Sunday after Easter ; Whitsuntide, the week following 
Pentecost. In the middle ages, court was often held at Christmas, 
Easter, and Pentecost. 

6« tietfatttmelt bett ^of. Such assemblies of the nobility were 
common in the Merovingian and Carolingian periods. For instance, 
** twice a year the Emperor called together a general assembly, com- 
posed nominally of all the Franks, really only of their chiefs. They 
met in May and in autumn. To the May meeting came all the gran- 
dees, lay or clerical, followed by their men-at-arms." (Kitchin, 
History of France, vol. i., p. 139.) 

9{o(eL This name comes from the French versions of the fox- 
stories. It is not surprising to find this foreign animal figuring as 
king, instead of the German bear, considering that the lion is king of 
the beasts in oriental fables, and that much of the material used in the 
Reynard cycle had an eastern origin. (See p. vi, vii in the Introduc- 
tion.) In this poem there are signs of Braun's claim to sovereignty. 
(See v., 15, 16.) Lions were not unknown in the West, for they were 
occasionally brought to European courts, and there were even accounts 
of Siegfried's killing them in the forests near the Rhine. 

9^ Siitfe, perhaps the diminutive of Subolf or SubttJig* 

^tLXitfXi, i.e., SWarfttart, guard of the frontier. 

14* dtetnele, the low-German diminutive of SRctn^art, the At being 
equivalent to *^ett. Earlier forms of 9l«n|art were Sttginl^artr SRagino- 
IJarbr SRapo^arb. It was once a common name among the people living 
along and near the shifting boundary between France and Germany. 

68 
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Its meaning is "giver of counsel," well suited to a crafty creature 
like the fox. The French form of the name is Renard. How popular 
the animal stories were is evident from the fact that in time the old 
French word for fox, goupily went out of use, and every fox came to 
be called renard. The middle-English form was Reneward. Our 
name, Reynardy is the same word. The y in it comes from the 
Flemish. 

15* {^allien always follows the substantive. 

18. ®nittlilirt appears originally to have meant shining with fury, 
or shining like a helmet. The latter is explained by the fact that on 
each side of a badger's head is a black band like the fastening of a 
helmet. 

19 ff. This trial is so accurately patterned after those really held 
in mediaeval Germany that students of early German law consider it 
a mine of information. 

19» Sfengrim, i»€ifen^clm, - i.e., ber mit bcm cifernen ^clme, referring 
to his greediness and his cruel teeth. 

19, 20* llOtt • • • liegldtet* It was an old German custom for 
people to appear at court accompanied by their relatives. 

28* @ibc, i.e., an oath of compurgation. According to old Ger- 
manic law, an accused person "had only to declare himself innocent 
by an oath and get a certain number of other persons to swear, not 
that they knew him to be innocent of this particular act, but that they 
believed him to be telling the truth." (Emerton, Introduction to the 
Study of the Middle Ages, p. 8o.) The reference in the text is to an 
incident told in Reinhart and Le Roman du Renard. The nobles 
propose that Reineke take an oath of compurgation, and that, by way 
of making it binding, he swear on the teeth of Roonel the hound, as 
he lies in his grave. In Reinhart^ the badger warns Reinhart that 
the hound is not really dead. In Le Roman du Renard, Renard pre- 
pares to take the oath, but, observing that the hound is breathing, 
gets off by pleading that he must bring an offering before he can 
swear. Brun and Tybert (i.e., Braun and Hinze) accompany him, 
but he gets them into trouble with a farmer, and escapes to Malper- 
tuis. When once more brought to court to take the oath, he slips 
away from his enemies and outruns them. 

29. ^fte. Note the difference between bic g«|lc, stronghold, for- 
tress, and bad %^, feast, holiday. 
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33, 34. tuilrbe    $etgamettt. Very commonly in German a 
clause is inverted, to add the meaning of *if.* Qn SJergamcnt xotxbtn 
means turn to parchment, Ghent was and still is renowned for its 
linen-manufactures. 

37» SBacf CtIO)^ probably means lacking energy and spirit, 

ftfltt§9flfli^* III some early fox-poems the more courtly animals 
spoke French. The bear and wolf were downright Germans. 

41^ $ittSC (diminutive of ^inref) is called Tibert in all the poems 
but Reineke de Vos. 

47« !34   • Bcf C^ttCireil, it was I who ought to have brought com- 
plaint at that time. 

52» $attt^et* It has been suggested that some other animal was 
intended here, as the fox-stories generally prefer animals which were 
familiar in Europe, provided they were not too tame. 

61. aSeifen, tunes. 

65. fj^teb* tttlb fretem ^eleite* The King had proclaimed a 
peace. (Cf. I. 200. ) This incident may have been derived from the 
story of a truce which ^sop mentions. It must have reminded medi- 
aeval readers of a "truce of God" or a ** peace of God," such as 
emperors and popes used to declare in their efforts to stop the quarrel- 
ing of the barons. See a Decree of the Emperor Henry IV. concern- 
ing a Truce of God (1085 a.d.) providing "that no man shall com- 
mit murder or arson, robbery," etc., in Henderson's Select Historical 
Documents of the Middle Ages. 

85, f •  . ttPIlt, false as the letter was acknowledged to be, 

86» alt, toal^t* Predicate adjectives. 

S)ltifi^ttlOTt* The badger's defence of Reineke is a good take-off 

1 on a mediaevaljawyer's speech. For instance, a bit of advice to law- 

. students which has come down to us in a fifteenth-century manuscript 

is : "Wherever you can hang a proverb on, do so." (Dreyer, p. 65.) 

99. am ®elbe. This is the regular use of ait with fe^len. 

101. ®rabc, ®erabe. 

102. tOai9 . . . getOOrbett, what he got in the way offish, 
116. bei, at the house of as frequently. 

132, 133. getOi^  . . kl erf d^ulbetr it is certain that a hundred and 
more of such tricks the wolf has perpetrated on my uncle, 

143. Sic, refers to bie SBurfl. 
L143^ 144. jerrotmen »ic getnonneit. Rhyming and alliterative 
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pairs have been common in German since early times. Sometimes 
the two words form a proverbial saying, such as jctVOKIIClt iDie ge^ 
motmen, dilt mil SBeile, Sorgen ma^t ®OTgai» Sufgefc^obai ifl m(^t 9(uf- 
geboben. Sometimes tbe two words express the same idea, as : gan} 
unb gar, fiug unb Srug. Sometimes there is contrast between the two, 
as : buret Dicf unb 2)fimi» 9Bo(l unb SDt^. In English we have similar 
phrases; for instance, ** Haste makes waste," **part and parcel," 
<* life and limb," '* spick and span." 

145. The Saxon law provided that on certain conditions stolen 
goods might be taken from a thief. 

149. am fieben su fhrafen, ^o indict capital pumshmetu, 

155, XrSgt • • * ftleib, referring to a £iivorite penance of the 
middle ages. 

158. 9)la(e)iartltd, apparently derived from the Latin and mean- 
ing in evil regions. An attempt has been made to identify it with , 
Maupertius in Champagne, although there are several places of this 
name in France. In the old poems other forms of the word occur : 
UebeHod^ in Reinhart, Maupertus in Reinaert, ^Ralepertu^ in Reineke. 
Goethe borrowed SRalepartud from Gottsched. 

163», ©if, his accusers, 

170. ©eUarbc, ®ebf rbc. 

171. ^eiiailt. Cf. the French crier, 

174. ^aittUtt* Cf. the Latin canere, the French chanter^ and the 
English Chanticleer, 

177. Ull^ nnb 99$el| ! The cry raised by one accusing another of a 
crime was an essential part of a legal proceeding. 

21L ^M . • • befo^lett. The common form is ®ott bffo^Ien. 

212. ^Sc^t, 9{0ne. The clerical day was divided into matutina, 
prima, tertia, sexta, nona, vespera, and completorium. 

237, It was customary among the Germanic tribes for relatives 
not to bury a murdered friend until they had made sure of getting 
their revenge on the guilty person. 

240. ^OlttitlO placebo. The office for the dead begins : <* Domino 
placebo in regione vivorum." 

249» ben ^\(tt% i.e., her family. 

256» urn £iebeiS ttnb SeibeiS, a regular legal phrase. Goethe 
probably borrowed it from Gottsched. A similar English phrase is 
<*for fear and favor." See note on I., 141, 142. 



NOTES. 67 

259* fBtann* This name has reference to the color of bear-skin. 
Oiir Bruin is the same name. 

264, aKit ni^ttn ! noi at all! 

CANTO II. 

12* jOll^tnt and 9{effe are used by the animals without sharp dis- 
tinction in meaning. 

16* 9{eil^t •  . gebettf lo receive justice and to give justice, 

23 ff* Malepartus was like the castles built and fortified by the 
German barons, in the days when each nobleman was a little sovereign. 

29* ail&attbent is derived, like our meander ^ from the name of the 
winding river, Meander, in Asia Minor. 

54. flttbet 59. foim. See note on mftrbe, I., 33- 
58. gebei^ett, digest, 

66. aft bcm ttlfp, If that's the fact. 
72. tmb Wenit, eum though, 

78. ^eneii'Sage. See note on nerfamntelt ben $of, I., 6. 

99. fiedte . * . ^'l^^iZ. A similar story is found in the Buddhist 
literature of India. See Fables of Bidpai, p. 73. (London, Nutt, 
1885, in the Bibliothdque de Carabas.) 

104. Sollanf . . . tljttll. The bear had all he could do. 

108. ^^ t^ toftre, 'Ufhat the trouble was. 

134. «5o« ^alf Urn ? What good did it do him ? 

137 ff. Mediaeval story-tellers usually took pleasure in giving the 
details about fights and bloodshed. We have, for instance, a poem 
which describes minutely twelve single combats, including accounts 
of the wounds given in each. {Das Walthariliedi translated by J. V. 
von Scheffel, in Ekkehard.) 

161. ^eitli^ett. — itetd^en is the form given in some German-English 
dictionaries, ah hough feud^tn is more commonly used. 

177. O^eim . . . geitaitttt. The meaning of the corresponding 
passage in Reineke der Vos is that the fox has not only addressed 
Braun as <* Uncle, "but treated him like an uncle. Soltau gives: 
<*Ich nannte ihn Ohm, doch nur im Spott," which is surely wrong. 
The meaning of Goethe's. rendering is uncertain. 

226. See note on I., 33. 

241* Nei^teir ^onb. The superstition that the passing of an ani. 
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mal on the right-hand side is a good omen is probably connected with 
the ancient methods of auguxy. 

CANTO m. 

2* 9)linrtilti9tlOgeI is variously explained, as a crow, a goose, a 
failcon, a blackbird, a field-fare, a crane, and a long-legged wren 
named after St. Martin. 

4* gu meitter ffUtt^ttn, Cf. IL, 241. 

10* reil^C here means m^t^tigf as in the following : 

" Der ewig reiche Gott will una bei uoBerem Leben 
Bin immer frShltch Here und edlen Frieden geben.** 

(Martin Rinkart, »sRun Danfet 3Ctte ©ott", 1644.) • 

30. fo lOie loir gel^eit Itttb ftel^en, a by .word, meaning /W/ as we 
are, 

88» ber J^ater, genitive plural. 

126. brSnte* !X)rauen is an old form of bro^. 

135, sum britteitlltaL Ancient German law made careful provi- 
sion for the summoning of accused persons. The Salic Law, for 
instance, stipulated that any one who had ** scorned to come to court " 
should be sent for three times, just as Grimbart insists must be done 
in the case of Reineke. For the text of this law, see Henderson's 
Select Historical Documents of the Middle Ages, p. 187. 

141, atlfiS @)lte( Jlt fe^en ; an expression borrowed from gambling. 

156, ^eud^t, Daud^ten (Deu(3^ten) = biinfen. 

173 — 185, When Reineke says that the king feels lost without his 
counsel, he speaks the truth. At the end of Canto XII., Nobel makes 
him chancellor of the realm. Cf. the meaning of Steitttfc (note on 
I., 14). 

184, See note on I., 33. 

186, 2)ic refers to UteU, 

198, @rmc(l|tt. This name is perhaps related to ^enticlttt. The 
ermine is white in winter and reddish in summer. 

200. [Retn^art, The little fox was named for his father. (Cf. 
note on I., 14.) This passage gives an entertaining glimpse into 
Reineke's family-life. 

201, [Roffet = bcr «Rote. 

225, ^Ifntar was for some unknown reason introduced into Gott- 
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sched*s prose version of Reineke Fucks instead of Elemar, which ap- 
pears in the old poems. Elemar was a priory dependent on St. 
Peter's in Ghent, and stood on the boundary- line between Flanders 
and Seeland. 

237* bcti geiftlifi^ett ®tonb ergreifen, to take kofy orders. 

245. Siidli^er Sanbe* The Duchy of Jolich was a strip of land 
extending north and south between Aachen (Aix-la-Chapelle) on the 
west and Coin (Cologne) on the east. 

288. @torf ttttb @teilt. See note on I., 143. 

CANTO IV. 
28. bud refers to the clause preceding. 

37, 38. an £eibe fomnten = angreifnt. 

42. XMS), according to ^ as in IV., 95. 

56. 8ettt|n, from the Latin balare, to bleat (^^baa"). In some 
French dialects beliner means to make stupid, like a sheep, 

59. S^olbetuitt means self-satisfied. It corresponds to the English 
name for the donkey, Baldwin. 

61. 9)^etfe, diminutive of SKtd^tilbid, Matilda. 

^ernt^, innocent. 

^iefel is singular. 

83. JJa .  . Kagett* These words were put in by Goethe. 

88, 89. In the middle ages the judges attended to the executing 
of their sentences. There was no professional hangman. 

91. ber(0rett geben, give up. 

100. It was customary among the Germans for the whole family 
connection to accompany an accused person to court, especially if he 
was the chief of the family. For instance : ** On the day appointed 
for pleading his cause, Orgetorix brought to court from all quarters 
his entire family, numbering 10,000 persons." (Caesar, Gallic War, 
I., 4.) 

104. fO    toaretl, i.e., all of them. 

110. Uill^t SU entbe^ren, not to be spared. 

124. See note on I., 33. 

138. t^ gelftnge, object of meint. 

141. llOtt . . . begleitet, added by Goethe. 

155. meitig. When toeitig immediately precedes the noun it quali- 
fies, it may or may not be declined. 
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16L Wet . . • ge^en. But if my fate is going to overtake me. 

173. ®itt, U at stake, 

180* l^iengen, an old fonn of ^ingtn. 

183* fo • . • ^Jiren* See note on IV., 104. 

197* In connection with Reineke's speech it is worth while to read 
Mark Antony's speech to the Roman mob in Shakspere's Julius Casar, 
Act III., Scene II. 

®)lirthti9 . . • mtn ! Heavm help me now ! 

202* Iftftete. Certain verbs, like deluflm^ gtUnsnt, and b&iftn are 
regularly used impersonally. It should be borne in mind that com- 
monly, with such verbs, the impersonal subject ed is omitted, when 
(as in this passage) the ed would come elsewhere than in its natural 
position just before the verb. 

203* Sentte, The subject, 3(1^, may be supplied. 

213. 3di ae6 mir'« gefaacn, I agreed to it. 
229. Winter bie a^aljlaeU, back from the meal. 

CANTO V. 

9. (Smntrid^d ((£rmenri(^). This treasure was the famous $OTt of 
the Norse Eddas and the Nibeltmgenlied^ which brought calamity on 
all its possessors. According to one story, Ermenrich was an Ostro- 
gothic king who kept the ^ort in a castle he had built at Ghent, and 
who killed himself when he heard the Huns were coming. He also 
figures as an emperor of Rome, driving the hero, Dietrich von Bern, 
into exile at Attila's court, but at length dying a miserable death. 
(See Epics and Romances of the Middle Ages, adapted from the work 
of W. Wagner by M. W. Macdowell.) 

15, 16. It would be natural to think of Braim for king, as he was 
one of the largest animals in the German forests. See note on I., 6. 

19* load is often used for etmad. 

26* ^vSoji mit ®tM ! i*e., not with the guidance of heaven. 

31* Sfengrimd ^OlMlt. Considering that the wolf was then a 
monk, it was lawful to take oaths upon his tonsured head. 

32. Snil^ett = Aix-la-Chapelle^ the capital of Charles the Great's 
empire. Eginhard says ^<he built his palace at Aix-la-Chapelle, and 
lived there constantly during his latter years until his death." (Egm* 
hard. Life of Charlemagne, Harper's School Classics, p. 57.) 
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40* ba    gel^0(fett, he thought it was settled, 

42* l^dttige, i>e., the three wise men of the East who followed the 
Christmas star. Legends called them Melchior, Kaspar, and Baltha- 
sar, and related how their bodies were taken to Constantinople by 
the Empress Helena in 328, later removed to Milan, and at last 
brought in 1 164 to Cologne. 

43» ttiit £ie(ei^ unb fieibei^* See note on I., 256. 

49 ff. 3li^ ettmterte Itti^ bcr %tl\iSo^t. The fable of the frogs 
desiring a king is the first in the second book of iEsop's Fables as 
published by Caxton. 

107« Solbnet, instead of (Solbat. It is interesting to note that 
both these words, as well as our soldier and the French soldat, come 
from the low-Latin solidus, a piece of "solid money." A soldier 
originally was a man who fought for pay. 

112, 113» The usual order would be : fud^t fr .  . gnittu, fo Jdtte er 
 .  gefunben. 

181* fiber vxvki, auf mid^. 

207. $itfter(o was a real place in East Flanders, either near Kiel- 
drecht, or between Beechem and Wildenborg. (Prien. ) 

208. ^refelborn, ^ricfcpit in Reinaert, "I think this should" 
mean Grecian, because in the middle ages anything strange and 
monstrous was often called Greek.*' j^ricc^ and j?rief were other 

■forms of the modern griech. (Grimm, Reinhart Fuchs^ p. clvii.) 

218, 219. lOi^ge^ett* £o5 used in connection with a verb, with 
ttuf preceding, means up to, 

261* f^X ®itnbe gereid^en* Those who associated with excom- 
municated persons were likewise excommunicated. 

273* fiber baiS SReer refers to the Mediterranean. *' To cross the 
sea," in the middle ages, meant to go on a pilgrimage. 
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An attractive and reasonably full collection, prepared ex 
pressly for school and college use, of German ballads and 
lyrics of the first order, to which are added a few student and 
popular songs. About fifty poets are represented. 

The introduction sketches the growth of ballad and lyric 
poetry in Germany, and touches on the relation of German 
poetry to antecedent and contemporary poetry .of other 
nations. The most notable composers who have set the 
selections in this book to music are named in connection with 
each piece. To make room for as many poems as possible, 
the notes are confined to indicating the place of the selec> 
tions in the life and work of the respective poets, and explain- 
ing obscurities and real difficulties in the text. 



Willard Humphreys, Professor 
in FrincetoH College :—T)R!t selec- 
tion of German poems by von Klenze 
1 am much pleased with, and shall 
probably order some copies next 
autumn for my classes. 

H. H. Boyesen, Professor in 
Columbia College :— An admirable 
collection of (jerman lyrics, well 
adapted for the use of collefire 
classes. The biographical and criti- 
cal notes are of the right kind, 
lucid, scholarly, and instructive; and 
the poems are selected • with good 
judi;ment. 

Georgre T. Flics, Professor in 
Bowdoin College:— It seems to me 
we have long since felt the need of 
some volume of selected poems, such 
as just issued— complete enoufi^h to 
offer a good variety, and yet com- 
{>act and easy to handle. 

J. T^ Hatfield, Profeuor in 
Northwestern University ^ III.: — 
A delightful book, worth its weight 
te gold. 



R. W. Moon^Professor in Colfngft 
University /—Just such a book as 1 
have been wanting for a lone time. 
The selection of tne poems is most 
satisfactory, the introduction gives 
the student a clear idea of the rela- 
tion the vurtous lyric poets hold lo 
one another and to literature in 
general, and the notes give enough 
information about the particular 
poems to help the reader appreciate 
the circumstances under which they 
were written. I am especially pleased 
with the constant attention paid to 
the relation between the poems and 
the music to which they nave been 
set. 

Charles Bundy WiUon, Profes> 
sarin Unlitersity of lo^va : — A gem. 
The selec:ions are wisely made, and 
the notes are interesting and schol 
arly. 

Isabella Watson, Instructor in 
Carleton College^ Afinn.:—l like von 
Klenze's selection very much, and 
think it a beautiful little book. 
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A critical, philosophical, and historical account of German 
literature that is " destined to be a standard work for both pro- 
fessional and general uses " (Dial), Its wide scope is shown by 
the fact that it begins with the sagas of the fifth century and 
ends with Sudermann's biblical AxKmsL Johannes (1898). 



*' The range of Tlslon is comprehensive, but the details are 
not obscured. The splendid panorama of Qerman literature is 
spread out before us from the first outburst of heroic song in the 
dim days of the migrations, down to the latest disquieting pro- 
ductions of the Berlin school. We owe a debt of gratitude to 
the author who has led us to a commanding height and pointed 
out to us the kingdoms of the spirit which the genius of Ger- 
many has conquered. The frequent departures from the ortho- 
dox estimates are the result of the new view-point. They are 
often a distinct addition to our knowledge. ... To the study 
of German literature in its organic relation to society this book 
is the best contribution in English that has yet been published." 
^ The Nation. 

*' It is neither a dry summary nor a wearisome attempt to 
include every possible fact. ... It puts the reader in centre 
of the vital movements of the time. . ... One often feels as 
if the authors treated addressed themselves personally to him; 
the discourse coming not through bygone dead books, but 
rather through living men." — Prof* Fru£rUh JPauisen 0/ Univer^ 
tiiyp/Beriin. 

*'A noble contribution to the history of eivillzation, and 
valuable not only to students of German literature, but to all 
who are interested in the progress of our race." — The If on. 
Andrew D. White, ex- President of Cornell University. 

** For the first time German literature has been depicted 
with a spirit that imparts to it organic unity . . . rich in well- 
weighed, condensed judgments of writers . . . not mere re- 
wordings of the opinions of standard critics. . • . The style 
is clear, crisp, and unobtrusive; . . . destined to be a standard 
work lor both professional and general uses."— The DiaL . 
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